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President Gus Fridenvalds called the November 17, 2016 Adams County COG meeting to order at 8:30 
a.m. 

The following members were present:  Boroughs: Carroll Valley, Fairfield, and Littlestown. Townships: 
Cumberland, Franklin, Germany, Hamilton, Hamiltonban, Highland, Huntington, and Straban. School 
Districts: None.      

Guests:  Representative Will Tallman; John Eline, Adams County Emergency Services Director; Judy 
Chambers, Penn State Extension; Tom Fontana, Gettysburg Times; Andrew Merkel, Adams County 
Office of Planning and Development; Scot Pitzer, Senator Alloway.  

A MOTION WAS MADE BY LIVINGSTON (HAMILTON TOWNSHIP) AND SECONDED BY SMITH 
(FAIRFIELD BOROUGH) TO APPROVE THE OCTOBER 27, 2016 MINUTES.  MOTION CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 

TREASURERS REPORT:  Pat Smith announced the Treasurer’s report which showed a balance of 
$8,081.86 and the changes from the last meeting and report on the dues.  
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY GORDON (HAMILTONBAN TOWNSHIP) AND SECONDED BY 
UNDERWOOD (CUMBERLAND TOWNSHIP) TO APPROVE THE TREASURER REPORT AS READ 
TO AUDIT.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

PUBLIC COMMENT: None. 
  
NEW BUSINESS: NOMINATIONS - President Fridenvalds requested that the Nominations Chair, 
Barbara Underwood from Cumberland Township give her report on the slate of officers up for election at 
our December 15, 2016 meeting. She announced the following: Coleen Reamer, Hamiltonban Township 
for President; Ferd Prehn, Arendtsville Borough for Vice President; Gus Fridenvalds, Huntington 
Township for Secretary and Patricia Smith, Fairfield Borough for Treasurer. 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY MAUSER (STRABAN TWP.) AND SECONDED BY MOSER 
(LITTLESTOWN BOROUGH) TO ACCEPT THE REPORT OF THE NOMINATONS COMMITTEE 
PROPOSED FOR 2017 AND PLACED FOR VOTE AT THE DECEMBER MEETING.  MOTION 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
  
BUDGET: Patricia Smith, Treasurer presented the proposed 2017 budget noting that the line item for 
Equipment support was added to support our new computers, Attorney fees was increased for the 
review of By Laws changes, PA COG Conference line was increased to cover costs for two attendees to 
the annual conference in Seven Springs. It was also recommended for consideration that the COG 
consider a 2017 waiver of dues which will resume in 2018 due to the “healthy” balance we are carrying 
at this time. The 2017 Budget will be voted on at the December 15, 2016 meeting. 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE TO WAIVE THE DUES FOR 2017 AND REINSTITUE IN 2018 BY JACKSON 
(LIBERTY) AND SECONDED BY HARRIS (CARROLL VALLEY BOROUGH). MOTION CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 
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OLD BUSINESS: 
AC. Collaboration Committee.  President Fridenvalds reported that this committee has not met for a 
while but has a meeting scheduled for next week. 
 
Adams County Connected.  NO REPORT 
 
Legislative Committee:  Robert Gordon (HAMILTONBAN TOWNSHIP) reported on the successful 
Legislative Forum. The legislators were called back to session but they were represented well at the 
Forum by their Staff Representatives. The room was full and almost all of the School Districts were 
represented in the audience. Bob also gave his personal comments on the rejection of the $5.00 vehicle 
fee by the Adams County Commissioners and noted that there was a small response from municipalities 
regarding the survey.  
 
Adams County Joint Purchasing/Public Works: Livingston (HAMILTON TOWNSHIP) reported that five 
(5) townships and five (5) boroughs sent their surveys back on sharing services and equipment and Jay 
will continue to gather a committee of interested parties. Fridenvalds asked that all municipalities check 
into making certain their entity. 

Joint Purchasing/ Public Works: NO REPORT 

Emergency Services: Training Subcommittee Report – Committee Co-Chair Reamer 
(HAMILTONBAN TOWNSHIP) gave a report on the committee’s progress on fire training to date. They 
have been exploring the certification and structural process of fire training for volunteer companies. They 
have also recommended to the COG that a letter be sent to the ACVESA Fire Chiefs’ Training Committee 
asking for their training schedule for 2017. Several members of the subcommittee will attend the next 
Chiefs’ meeting to introduce themselves and outline the committee’s goals of securing regular, affordable 
and accessible training at a centralized location utilizing the AC Emergency Services Training Center. 

OPEN DISCUSSION: 
 

• Adams County Commissioners:  Commissioners were unable to attend today due to a scheduling 
conflict. Andrew Merkel asked that the ACOPD Survey that was sent to municipalities be returned 
as soon as is possible for compilation. John Eline, Emergency Services Director offered advice 
on our water situation. Because of the drought we may want to institute a voluntary 5% water 
reduction policy. There are no current Burn Bans however he would like to be notified at the 
Center should we institute one. 

• Judy Chambers, PENN STATE EXTENSION OFFICE,   Penn State is working with the Heroin 
Awareness Task Force & University of Pittsburgh on the Opioid and Heroin overdose issue in 
Adams County. She gave several starling statistics of deaths in Adams County and drug use.  
In other business, Judy also offered that the COG should give a regular update on the activities of 
the Adams County Transportation Planning Organization meetings. Coleen Reamer asked that 
Andrew Merkel from ACOPD give that quarterly report in the future. 

• Adams County Association of Township Officials:  Coleen Reamer reported that the newsletter 
just went out and that it was her final newsletter. ACATO is looking for a newsletter person and 
other volunteers for their committees. Please contact Stephanie Egger, President, Hamilton 
Township. 
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• Adams County Boroughs Association/ACTCC: Ron Harris reported that the next meeting is 

scheduled for Monday November 21, 2016 with a topic speaker on “Trap, Neuter, Release”, 
noting that several boroughs have been experiencing cat population issues.  
The ACTCC is looking at changing the YATB contract to a 5 year renewal agreement causing a 
change in the By Laws and publicly commended YATB for their excellent service. The have 
become a “State Model agency”. Coleen Reamer added that YATB also collects per capita 
delinquents and recommended that municipalities that have upcoming contracts with other 
providers such as JP Harris, do a comparison of the service.  
 

• School Districts: NO REPORT 
• ACEDC: NO REPORT 

 
• Legislative Representatives : Representative Will Tallman was in attendance and spoke at the 

top of the hour about the bills pushed through this session and those in progress: 
*ACT 35 – 2016: The School Funding Formula for School Districts was changed presenting a 

fairer funding picture for Adams County School Districts.  
* The Realty Transfer Tax change is on the Governor’s desk. It will pay back any preservation 

transfer for transfer taxes incurred from 2013 forward. 
* He is working on the $52 LST tax increase to $72 that will limit use for only first responders  
* Title 22 Funding Formula for libraries – he is looking to improve that formula as they did for 

school districts. 
* The new appropriations Chair is Stan Saylor in the House. This is looked upon favorably 

because it is a change from the domination over the past 30 years by south eastern PA 
representation. 

* Pension reform is still not done but will be reintroduced in the New Year as well as the Local 
Police Radar bill.  

* The 2017-2018 Budget is expected to be difficult to balance and agree upon.  
Scot Pitzer, Field Representative for Senator Alloway’s Office reported that Senator Alloway 

retained his important position a Caucus Secretary. The Senate passed Radar and Pension Reform 
but it failed in the House. Liquor Reform, Medical Cannabis, the Fair Education Formula Bill have all 
been successful passages. Recycling is still a subject of concern.  

 
President Fridenvalds noted that the Cohen Group sent a letter to remind municipalities that their firm is 
available if you have a cable contract renewing in the New Year.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: None 
Reminder: The next meeting is Thursday, December 15, at 8:30 AM located at the Adams County 
Emergency Services Building. 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY MOSER (LITTLESTOWB BOROUGH) AND SECONDED BY HARRIS 
(CARROLL VALLEY BOROUGH) TO ADJOURN AT 9:57 am.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
Signed, 
 
Coleen N. Reamer (Temporary Secretary) in the absence of Sandi Vazquez, Secretary 


