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President Sharon Hamm called the October 23, 2014 Adams County COG meeting to order at 8:35 a.m.    

The following members were present:  Boroughs: Abbottstown, Arendtsville, Biglerville, Carroll Valley, 

East Berlin, Fairfield, Gettysburg, New Oxford, and York Springs. Townships:  Conewago, Franklin, 

Hamilton, Hamiltonban, Huntington, Mt. Pleasant, Oxford, Straban, and Tyrone. Schools:  Gettysburg 

Area.  Adams County.  

Others present were: Robert Thaeler and Andrew Merkel, ACOPD; Will Tallman, PA State 

Representative; Vanessa Pellechio, Gettysburg Times; Judy Chambers, Penn State Extension; Kaycee 

Kemper, ACEDC; Commissioners Marty Qually and Randy Phiel. 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY WANNOP (NEW OXFORD BOROUGH) AND SECONDED BY 

FRIDENVALDS (HUNTINGTON TOWNSHIP) TO ACCEPT THE SEPTEMBER 25, 2014 MINUTES.  

THE SECRETARY REPORTED THE FOLLOWING TWO CORRECTIONS:  (1) PAGE 2, SECOND 

PARAGRAPH – CORRECTED EMAIL ADDRESS (2) CONEWAGO TOWNSHIP LISTED UNDER 

TOWNSHIPS.  THE SECRETARY HAS MADE THESE CORRECTIONS IN THE FINAL APPROVED 

MINUTES.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  

 

TREASURERS REPORT:  The secretary presented the Treasurer’s report which showed a balance as of 

9/30/14 of $7,011.75.    

 

NEW BUSINESS:  President Hamm introduced Representative Will Tallman who reviewed the COG 

priorities that were not completed in the recent legislative session.  Tallman suggested that the House 

may have some work done on Pensions in the next session.  He serves on the Emergency Preparedness 

Committee that is holding a hearing on Ebola issues.  Lastly, he reported that the 911 Funding has been 

reduced by the land lines being removed from homes and that creating a shortfall.  Therefore, the county 

has to make up the difference so they are holding discussion on how to close the gap. He asked anyone 

with ideas on this can contact him at wtallman@pahousegop.com  Discussion on Well Standard rules.   

 

Tallman left the meeting at this time. 

 

President Hamm asked the A.C. Collaboration Committee chair, Gus Fridenvalds (HUNTINGTON 

TOWNSHIP), to speak on the work being done in that committee.  Fridenvalds spoke on the disparity in 

definitions between Adams County municipalities with the emphasis on zoning ordinances.  Rob Thaeler, 

Adams County Planning, assisted with a power point demonstration.  Commissioner Qually suggested 

that after the work is completed that a model be presented to the municipalities for reference document 

only since municipalities have the decision on what definition to use.  Hamm thanked Fridenvalds and his 

committee for their hard work on this difficult subject. 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

Adams County Connected Committee was reported on by Adams County Commissioner Marty Qually.  

He reported that internet infrastructure should be considered a health and safety issue in the county.  The 

committee is considering giving some assistance in reviews of the cable franchise contracts.   

 

Legislative Committee:  Bob Gordon (HAMILTONBAN TOWNSHIP) Nothing to report. 
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Adams County Hazardous Mitigation Planning:  Reamer was not in attendance. Nothing to report. 

 

President Hamm announced the Finance Committee and Nominating Committee members.  She 

explained that the President and Vice President positions are in need of replacements for 2015.  Anyone 

interested please contact the committees or any of the officers of the COG. 

 

OPEN DISCUSSION: 

 

 Adams County Commissioners:  Commissioner Randy Phiel reported that there are large fire 

departments in the county that are holding ALS discussions.  He stated that the tax appeals are 

being completed this week and the 2015 budget is being worked on.  The DHS building is still 

under discussion and review of the possibility of mental health presence in the county.    Marty 

Qually (ADAMS COUNTY COMMISSIONER) continued by explaining this review includes the 

costs of rentals for extra space needed in the various departments in the county.  The 

commissioners expect bids to be let in March 2015.     

 

 Penn State Extension office was reported on by Judy Chambers.  Chambers announced the 

following events:  (1) Grant Workshop that they are holding on October 30, 2014 in East Berlin.  

This grant training is $25 per person and she will need an R.S.V.P. for the attendees.  (2) The 

Penn State Extension dinner is on this date. (3) The 4H Auction to be held on November 7, 2014 

at the Ag Center.  The cost is $15. (4) Training for interested community members in running for 

municipal office will be held on Wednesday, January 21, 2015.  The name of the training is “Toss 

Your Hat in the Ring” and the speaker will be Monica Dutko from Adams County Voter 

Registration office. 

 

 Township Officials Association:   Bob Gordon (HAMILTONBAN TOWNSHIP) announced that the 

association’s convention will be held on November 12, 2014 at SAVES.  The doors open at 4:45 

p.m. and the dinner is served at 6:00 p.m.  

 

 Borough’s Association/ACTCC:  Mayor Ron Harris (CARROLL VALLEY BOROUGH) reported 

that the next Borough’s Association meeting will be held on November 17, 2014 at the Pike 

Restaurant at 6:15 p.m. The discussion will be regarding Drugs in Adams County; Sharon 

Michaels, speaker. The next ACTCC meeting will be held on November 5, 2014 at 7:00 p.m.   

  

 ACEDC was reported on by Kaycee Kemper on the Gettysburg Redevelopment project.  The 25th 

Anniversary dinner will be held on November 13, 2014 at 6pm. 
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 PUBLIC COMMENT:  Bob Gordon (HAMILTONBAN TOWNSHIP) reminded the membership that 

it is important for the municipalities to discuss the ALS planning with their fire departments.  The 

November meeting will be covering box cards presentation and December meeting may include 

some updated information on ALS.   

 

 Mayor Ron Harris (CARROLL VALLEY BOROUGH) commented that the local radar discussion is 

not finished but they will begin to address the question to the public instead of just the legislature.   

 

A MOTION WAS MADE TO ADJOURN THE MEETING BY PREHN (ARENDTSVILLE BOROUGH) 

AND SECONDED BY FRIDENVALDS (HUNTINGTON TOWNSHIP).  MOTION CARRIED 

UNANIMOUSLY.  THE MEETING WAS ADJOURNED AT 9:46 A.M.  

 

Next meeting – November 20, 2014 at 8:30 am at Adams County Emergency Management Building, 

230 Greenamyer Lane, Gettysburg. (Due to the Thanksgiving Holiday it is held one week earlier). 

  

Signed, 

 

 

Sandra L. Vazquez 
Secretary 


