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Here We Go...
As some may know the council has been working on a way to upgrade the park. We would like to see new 

playground equipment and much more done to the park to make it a nice place for children to play and families 
to have picnics. After much research, we found that grants could be sought, but you need to show that you are 
able to do up keep. Our budget just does not support our being able to do that.

After further research, we have decided to start a non-profit with the main goal of 
raising money to do what needs to be done at the park. This non-profit is being formed 
as this is being written! The non-profit will take charge of raising the money and seeing 
that all aspects of the park are taken care of.  Our hopes are to work first on a new 
playground area. From there, we would like to upgrade the picnic area and add a 
walking trail with areas for sitting and reading or just enjoying the day! Further down 
the road we would maybe put in a dog park!

Your HELP is needed in many ways! The first help we need is to come up with a 
name. So we are having a contest to pick a name for the non-profit! Any ideas you 
may have in these areas please forward to the borough office. More details about the 
contest will be forth coming on our Facebook page and home page sites.

There is another way that we will need your help. That is volunteers in many aspects of this new organization. 
We are going to need a board and a Jr. board. The Jr. board is being formed so that local children can get 
involved in helping to decide along with the adults. Help will also be needed in doing different things. We are not 
asking for you to do it all, but to put what help you can in seeing this project thru. Whether that is donating a few 
hours a month, one Saturday, money or the use of equipment, every little bit helps us to reach the goal!

Please do not hesitate to call, email or write to the borough office with any suggestions or help that you can 
give us.
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ABBOTTSTOWN BOROUGH DIRECTORY
241 High Street  |   Abbottstown, PA 17301  |  717-259-0965  |   717-259-6213 fax

abbottstown@comcast.net

www.adamscounty.us/Munic/AbbottstownBorough/Pages

Office Hours: Wednesday 11:00-3:00, Thursday 1:00-5:00, Friday 10:00-2:00

Police Emergencies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9-1-1
Fire Emergencies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9-1-1
Police Dispatch (non-emergency)  . . . . . . . . 717-334-8111 (PSP)

ABBOTTSTOWN BOROUGH OFFICIALS

 Duane Watson, Mayor 2021
 Dennis Posey, President of Council 2019
 Dale Reichert, Vice-President of Council 2021
 Councilor Laura Baker 2021
 Councilor Dan Watkins  2019
 Councilor April Trivitt  2019
  
COMMITTEE MEMBERS/APPOINTMENTS

Zoning Hearing Board                Term Expires*                                                      
    Walter Baker 12/31/2018
    Sandy Myers  12/31/2019
    Jerry Lillich  12/31/2020

Sewer Authority                         Term Expires**                                  
    April Trivitt  12/31/2018
    Craig Peterson 12/31/2019
    Dennis Posey  12/31/2020

* (3 year appointment)   **(5 year appointment) 

Square Maintenance Committee Ryan Haugh
Park/Rec Committee  Laura Baker 
 April Trivitt
Personnel Committee  Dennis Posey 
 Dale Riechert 
 Laura Baker (alt)
Adams County Tax  
Collection Committee  Craig Peterson 
 Dennis Posey (alt)
Sidewalks & Street Committee Dale Riechert 
 Daniel Watkins 
 Duane Watson
 Vacancy Board Chairman  Michelle Watson
 YATB  Craig Peterson 
 Dennis Posey (alt)  
 Other Appointments 

Building Permits/Inspections PA Municipal Code Alliance 
              http://pacodealliance.com/Permit-Applications 
 Code Enforcement  PA Municipal Code Alliance 
 Emergency Management  
  Coordinator  Daniel Watkins
 Open Records Officer  David W. Bolton 

Fire Co. - United Hook & Ladder Co. 33  
   (non-emergency)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 717-624-7456
Tax Collector – Brandy Harman . . . . . . . . 717-688-4166

IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS

 Laura Baker (alt)
 PA One Call Representative  Dale Reichert
 Sewage Enforcement Officer  Ted Brillhart of C.S.  
 Davidson
Snow Emergency Coordinator Duane Watson 
Webmaster David W. Bolton
Zoning Permit Officer  PA Municipal Code  
 Alliance

STAFF DIRECTORY

David W. Bolton, MBA, CBO  
Municipal Administrator, Secretary Treasurer,

Open Records Officer
Steve Rabine, Fire Chief, United Hook & Ladder No 33

Lt. Matthew Nickey, Commander,  
PSP Gettysburg Barracks

James Graham, Code Enforcement Officer, PMCA

UTILITIES

Electric
Met Ed 800-545-7741

Adams Electric Co-Operative  
888-232-6732                

Sewer 
Abbottstown/Paradise Joint Sewer Authority  

717-259-9120

Water 
York Water Company  

717-845-3601

Trash 
Waste Connections  

717-709-1700  
or www.wasteconnectionspa.com

Public/Education/Government Channel 
Community Media of South Central PA 

128 N. Peter Street 
New Oxford, PA 17325 

717-334-3000 
www.communitymedia.net

 Borough Council Meetings: 3rd Thursday of each month at 7:00 PM

Budget Workshop will be held 1st Thursdays September - December
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The Adams County Transportation Planning Organization (ACTPO)
Discussed the Country Club Road bridge in Abbottstown at their October meeting. Andrew Merkel from the Adams 

County Office of Planning and Development explained that the bridge is structurally deficient and qualifies for inclusion 
on the next TIP for replacement. He and County Bridge Engineer Will Cameron confirm that it is the only structurally 
deficient bridge in the county not yet addressed. He mentioned another program that may be available; a $50M state 
grant program. Our borough administrator, David W. Bolton, is Vice-Chair of ACTPO and will continue to work to 
find a solution to this transportation safety issue for these Adams County residents.

DID YOU KNOW…WE HAVE A LOCAL TV STATION! 
Our borough administrator, David W. Bolton, was asked to serve on the Board of Directors for Community Media 

earlier this year and has since become the unofficial “Government Affairs Liaison” for the organization, working 
with municipalities to find funding opportunities for the Public/Education/
Government station here Adams County. This month, we distributed a lot of 
information concerning Franchise Fees, PEG fees, contract renegotiations and 
more. We have received some good initial responses, with several municipalities 
giving donations THIS YEAR while putting us into their budgets for 2019 to 
share their Franchise Fees. What a valuable resource this television station is 
and can be enjoyed on Comcast or online by everyone. Please see Community 
Media on Comcast channel 240 or 12 (depending on your service) or online at 
CommunityMedia.net. 

Shoveling Your Snow

Code Enforcement Officer
This past year, our Code Enforcement Officer had noticed many 

of your sidewalks are looking a bit dangerous. As it is the property 
owner’s responsibility to repair and replace broken sidewalks, please 
take a serious look at your properties this Spring and see what we can 
do to make our borough safer. Thanks!

This diagram demonstrates the 
appropriate way to remove snow 
from your driveway.

PLEASE do not shovel or blow 
your snow into the streets. We 

contract to have the streets 
cleared and need your 
help keeping them safe. 

Thank you
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Tentative Borough Council meeting dates for 2019

• January 17 
• February 21 
• March 21 
• April 18 

• May 16 
• June 20 
• July 18
• August 15

• September 5 & 19
• October 3 & 17
• November 7 & 21
• December 5 & 19

IT’S TIME FOR SNOW! 
By Ordinance, residents 

must remove their vehicles 
from the roadways where 
posted when there is an 
expected snowfall of 4” 
or more. Please help us 
serve you by making other 
parking plans for these 
events. 

Thank you.

GET INVOLVED!  
Square Beautification Project and Rec 

Park: The borough has contracted with the 
Neil Strategy Group to form a non-profit 
organization to head the efforts with the 
Square and the Rec Park. Anyone interested 
in being involved should contact the borough 
office or Councilor Laura Baker.

DON’T FEEL TRASHED OUT! 
All residents (homeowner & renters) are required 

by Ordinance to contract with the designated solid 
waste hauler for the borough, Waste Connections. 
Set up an account and use their services by calling 

717-709-1700 or www.
wasteconnectionspa.com. 
In 2019, the borough will 
cross check all borough 
addresses for proof of 
contract. Any residence 
not contracted with a 
hauler will be subject to the 
penalties prescribed.

Permits are Required in Abbottstown!
No Adams County resident will be issued a county 

building permit from the courthouse prior to obtaining  
one from the borough (or an exemption letter) as  
prescribed by the new county ordinance. Please call the 
borough office or contact Code Enforcement 
Officer James Graham at PMCA for assistance. 
Also, make sure to check with the borough 
office prior to planning your Springtime 
yard sales, as permits are required. In 
addition, the borough has passed a new 
Fireworks Ordinance. Be sure to check 
with the borough office before planning 
any spectator events involving fireworks 
(consumer or display).



6

Winter
Holiday

Safety
Winter holidays are a time for families and friends to get together. But that also means a greater risk for fire.  
Following a few simple tips will ensure a happy and fire-safe holiday season.

    HOLIDAY DECORATING
7 Be careful with holiday decorations.  Choose decorations that are flame resistant or flame retardant.
7 Keep lit candles away from decorations and other things that can burn.
7 Some lights are only for indoor or outdoor use, but not both.
7  Replace any string of lights with worn or broken cords or loose bulb connections.  Connect no more than 

three  strands of mini light sets and maximum of 50 bulbs for screw-in bulbs.  Read manufacturer’s 
instructions for number of LED strands to connect.

7  Use clips, not nails, to hang lights so the cords do not get damaged.
7  Keep decorations away from windows and doors.

     HOLIDAY ENTERTAINING
7 Test your smoke alarms and tell guests about your home fire escape plan.
7  Keep children and pets away from lit candles.
7  Keep matches and lighters up high in a locked cabinet.
7  Stay in the kitchen when cooking on the stove top.
7  Ask smokers to smoke outside.  Remind smokers to keep their smoking materials with them so young 

children do not touch them.
7  Provide large, deep ashtrays for smokers.  Wet cigarette butts with water before discarding.

Before Heading Out
or to Bed
Blow out lit candles when you 
leave or go to bed.  Turn off all 
light strings ad decorations before 
leaving home or going to bed.

FACTS
Two of every five home  
decoration fires are started 
by candles.
Nearly half of holiday 
decoration fires happen 
because decorations are 
placed too close to a heat source.

!

!

Your Source for SAFETY Information
NFPA Public Education Division • 1 Batterymarch Park, Quincy, MA 02169

www.nfpa.org/education

Help Wanted

Looking for someone to work part 
time this summer to help around 
the town. Will be working along side 
a Council member to do odd jobs. 
Good job for someone looking to 
make a little extra money. Please  
send resume to Abbottstown  
Borough office.

Thanks to everyone who helped at our Trunk or Treat event on October 31st. 
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Thank You To The Businesses!
Abbottstown Borough would like to thank the businesses that appear in this newsletter and to 
recognize each of them as supporters and cornerstones of our community. For it is with their 

contributions that this newsletter has been produced at no cost to our residents. 


