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Important Dates 

Feb 2       Groundhog Day 

Feb 12     Lincoln’s B-Day 

Feb 14     Valentine’s Day 

Feb 17     Presidents’ Day 

Feb 26     Ash Wednesday 

Mar 1       St. David’s Day 

Mar 3       Super Tuesday 

Mar 8       Daylight Savings 

Mar 15     Ides of March 

Mar 17      St. Patrick’s Day 

Mar 19     Spring begins 

 

Abbottstown  

Borough Bulletin 
 

FRANK ANDERSON JOINS OUR COUNCIL 
I would like to take this time to 
thank you for your votes and sup-
port and to introduce myself. I am 
the new member of your Borough 
Council. My name is Frank Ander-
son and I have lived in Abbotts-
town since 2003. I come from a 
farming background and I now 
work in the transportation industry. 
I would also like to thank Debbie 
Shearer for her help with petition 
signatures and her encouragement 
to serve on Council.  

Now I offer some encouragement 
for you as residents of Abbottstown. It will take a lot more than electing new 
members to Council to make things happen. It also takes your involvement. 
Please, come to the meetings and have a voice in your local government. This is 
the only level of government that you have a true voice to make comments di-
rectly to Council to help them make informed and meaningful decisions. As a 
community, we can work together to make Abbottstown a better, safer place; a 
place that will make families want to move here. 

I hope to serve you in the best way possible. Thank you for your time reading this 
short message. 

Abbottstown Borough PD have begun patrols 

2 years ago, Council began to explore local police cover-
age. After Council had rejected several proposals from 
established departments for contracted services, we be-
gan to look into establishing our own department. We 
wrote the ordinance to form the dept and recruited one of 
the best officers in AC to be Chief. Working together, we 
began to piece it all together. Chief Graham began patrols 
January 1st. 

Cost savings to the borough for the same units of cover-
age from a local Dept is $350K over 5 years (including start 

up purchases) and beats what another local municipality is paying by $1.2M over same 5 
years. 

People in the borough but will sleep better knowing that they are better protected by 
local, dedicated police service. Thanks to Lt. Nickey and the PSP for all their support and 
cooperation. Our new coverage will help to alleviate some of our dependence on his 
dept, freeing them up  to help others. 
 
If you need police assistance, please call 911. If you have a non-emergency call, you can 
reach the Abbottstown Borough Police Department at 717-680-0002 or by email at ab-
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State and Federal Elected Officials Listen to the Issues Important to Abbottstown 

Congressman Dr. John Joyce: Now is the time to 
lower costs of prescription drugs 

 

“There has to be some way to make these products more 
affordable,” I would think to myself. 

The high costs that my patients were forced to pay for their 
medications was one of the health care issues that moti-
vated me to run for Congress. And introducing the Ensuring 
Timely Access to Generics Act of 2019 was the first step in 
my quest to make prescription drugs more affordable for 
all Americans. 

My new legislation will put a stop to this problem of brand-
name companies abusing citizen petitions to pad their 
profit margins. 

I encourage as many members of Congress as possible to 
support it so we can bring it to the floor and provide 
cheaper health care to all Americans. 

You can reach Dr. John Joyce by contacting his Field Repre-
sentative Chad Reichard in his Abbottstown Office at 282 
W. King Street or by calling 717-357-6320. 

Legislation by State Senator Doug Mastriano (R-33) that would 
extend the state’s popular Fire & EMS Grant Program until 
2024 was passed by the Senate. 

The legislation advances to the House for consideration. It 
was one of two measures passed by the Senate to aid fire-
fighters and EMS personnel. Overall, Senate Bill 910 incorpo-
rates many suggestions by the SR6 Commission to enhance 
the existing $30 million grant program. 

“Firefighters and first responders are on the front lines of 
public safety in our communities,” said Mastriano. 
“Reauthorizing this program is a way for the General Assem-
bly to demonstrate that we recognize that the vehicles, equip-
ment and training required to do this work properly is very 
expensive. Many of these fire companies are volunteer, and 
simply cannot bear the burden without this support.” Without 
any action by the legislature, the program would expire this 
June. 

The program provides up to $14,000 in grants to fire compa-
nies and nearly $7,000 in grants to EMS agencies for construc-
tion or renovation of a fire or ambulance company facility, 
purchase or repair of equipment, training and reduction of 
existing debt. You can reach his Field Representative Scot 
Pitzer at 717- 357-6320 or email SenatorDoug@pasen.gov. 

David Bolton spoke with Rep Dr. John Joyce 
at the  Adams County Boroughs Association 
meeting on January 20th, 2020. Dr. Joyce is a 
supporter of our efforts for rural broadband. 

David Bolton spoke with Senator Doug 
Mastriano at the Adams County Boroughs 
Association meeting. This was published in 
the PSAB Borough News by Leslie Gerva-
sio, who attended the meeting. 
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ABBOTTSTOWN BOROUGH MUNICIPAL SERVICES CONTACT NUMBERS 

The Council of the Borough of Abbottstown would like to thank the 

following area businesses who have supported our community 

events this past year through donations and volunteer services... 

https://senatormastriano.com/
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2019&sInd=0&body=S&type=B&bn=0910
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Borough History 

Abbottstown, situ-
ated in the town-
ship of Berwick, in 
the county of Ad-
ams, where the 
Hanover and Ber-
lin turnpike cross-
es the York and 
Gettysburg turn-
pike, is the oldest 
town in the county. 
It was laid out in 
1753, by John Ab-
bott. The first lot 
was purchased by 
Jacob Pattison on 
the eighth of Octo-
ber, 1763. Quite a 
number of the 
deeds of John Ab-
bott, and Alice his 
wife, of Berwick 
township, county 
of York, and Prov-
ince of Pennsylva-
nia, are still in the 
hands of persons 
owning property 
which he sold. 
These deeds were 
printed at Ephrata, 
Lancaster County, 
in 1763. From one 
of these inden-
tures it is seen that 
a lot of ground 
was sold to 
George Miller for 
"Three Pounds," 
on the 1st of Octo-
ber, 1781, and To-
bias Kepner and 
W. Momeger were 
witnesses to the 
transaction.  

More in next issue. 

  

      United Hook & Ladder No. 33 - On The Job! 

 

United Hook & Ladder Company # 33 was formed in 2009 by the mer-

ger of the New Oxford Community Fire Company and the Abbottstown 

Fire Company.  This merger was to provide more efficient operations 

and services provided to the residents and visitors to our response ar-

ea.  As of January 1, 2016 Bonneauville Volunteer Fire Company be-

comes part of United Hook & Ladder. As of June 20, 2019 Hampton Vol-

unteer Fire Company becomes part of United Hook & Ladder.  We pro-

vide emergency services from our (4) Fire Stations.  The main station 

(Station 1) and where our functions are held is at 21 North Bolton 

Street in New Oxford Borough.  The Abbottstown Station (Station 2) is 

located at 38 East King Street in Abbottstown Borough. The Bonneau-

ville Station (Station 3) is located at 10 Elm Avenue in Bonneauville Bor-

ough. The Hampton station (Station 4) is located at 5371 Carlisle Street 

in Hampton.  United Hook & Ladder Company # 33 is 100% volun-

teer.  Our members serve as firefighters, fire police, and in non-

emergency operations.  Members come from all walks of life, all ages, 

all professions and new members are welcome.  For information about 

joining, call 717-624-7456. 
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Council extends Borough Office hours/services 
At their September meeting, Borough Council voted unanimously to extend 
the borough office hours from 12 to 32 per week. Previously, the office hours 
were only 3 days per week; 
now, the office will be open 
Monday thru Friday (except 
holidays and scheduled meet-
ings). The new office hours 
will be: Mon-Wed, 8:30 am to 
3 pm, Thurs 10 am to 5 pm, 
Fri 8:30 am to 2 pm. The 
office may be closed at times 
for staff to attend county and 
state level committee meet-
ings and to attend training 
courses and conferences.  

 

PSAB Awards Borough 

The Pennsylvania State Asso-
ciation of Boroughs believes 
in recognizing those who put 
forth great effort to advance 
the ideals of the organization, 
which protects the interests 
of our boroughs. Through this 
recognition, they hope to 
inspire others to service. 
Soliciting nominations 
through the Adams County 
Boroughs Association (ACBA) 
had several elected and ap-
pointed officials from Adams 
County recognized for their 
service by the PSAB. 

Nominations are now being 
accepted for the 2020 PSAB 
Awards. Time of Service from 
10 years and up, Distin-
guished Service, A.C. Scales, 
DeFilippi Award and more are 
up for grabs thru Feb 14th.  

You can nominate someone 
for an award on the PSAB 
website www.boroughs.org. 

If you need assistance with a 
nomination, please contact 
David Bolton, PSAB Rep for 
Adams County at 259-0965. 

 

https://www.livingplaces.com/PA/York_County.html
https://www.livingplaces.com/PA/Lancaster_County/Ephrata_Borough.html
https://www.livingplaces.com/PA/Lancaster_County.html
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"January is always a good month for behavioral economics: Few things illus-
trate self-control as vividly as New Year's resolutions. February is even better, 
though, because it lets us study why so many of those resolutions are bro-
ken.”, Sendhil Mullainathan 

Have you ever considered serving your commu-
nity on a board or committee? Your time is now! 

Abbottstown Borough Council is currently seek-
ing individuals to serve on the following: 
 

East Berlin Area Community Center Board 

York Adams Tax Bureau Board 

Adams Co. Tax Collection Committee 

Borough Parks & Recreation Committee 

Residential Rental Property Inspection Comm 
 

If you or someone you know in the borough is 
looking to get involved with minimal effort, per-
haps one of these positions are right for you! 
 

Please contact David Bolton at 717-2259-0965 
or email to abbottstown@comcast.net to find 
out how you can start making a difference for 
your borough.  

   

 

  

Borough Council Calls for Volunteers on Several Boards & Committees. 
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“To catch the reader's attention, place an interesting sentence or quote from the 
story here.” 

“Everyone is by absolute natural right the master of his own thoughts, and thus ut-
ter failure will attend any attempt in a commonwealth to force men to speak only as 
prescribed by the sovereign despite their different and opposing opinions.”  

Advocacy is critical to the mission of the Association. 
Since 1911, the Pennsylvania State Association of Bor-
oughs (PSAB) has sought to preserve, promote, and 
advance legislation and public policy in the best inter-
ests of 956 borough communities.  

Through past advocacy efforts, PSAB helped to:  

• Enact a modernized Borough Code.  

• Advocate for Right-to-Know Law reforms.  

• Support measures to eliminate blight by advocat-
ing for the creation of land banks and increased 
funding for blight remediation.  

• Seek relief for unfunded mandates.  
 

PSAB supported legislation to change the require-
ments for setting the annual tax levy from an ordi-
nance to a resolution if the borough is keeping the 
same tax rate or lowering the rate. Action: This be-
came law under Act 51 of 2019. PSAB supported legis-
lation that would create a referendum to allow voters 
to choose if their municipality would stay completely 
dry, allow limited sales, or convert to wet. Resolution 
2017-16 Action: This became law under Act 48 of 2019. 

PSAB will seek legislation to revise compensation 
schedules and rates for elected officials, which have 
not been raised in over 20 years. Resolutions 2017-9 & 
2016-3 

Action: PSAB supports HB 1529 and SB 688. Boroughs 
having an at-large system with no wards and less than 
3,000 in population can reduce the number of council 
members. PSAB supports legislation to increase the 
threshold required to petition the Court of Common 
Pleas under Section 818 of the Borough Code from 5 to 
15 percent. Resolution 2017-7 Action: PSAB supports 
SB 495 and HB 1036. 

PSAB supports an amendment to Section 1141 of the 
Borough Code adding the ability of borough council to 
appoint a person, a partnership, association, or corpo-
ration as the borough manager. Resolution 2014-5 
PSAB supports legislation to clarify that boroughs do 
not need to bid traffic signal maintenance and repair 
contracts when using Liquid Fuels funds. Action: PSAB 
supports HB 1467. PSAB supports legislation to raise 
the current cap on real estate property tax millage for 
general borough purposes from its ceiling of 30 mills to 
35 mills. 

PA State Assoc. of Boroughs Unites Municipalities for the Greater Good 

Abbottstown Borough Legislative Initiatives 

Borough Council has already rolled up their sleeves to dig into updating and 
proposing new legislation in 2020. Upcoming considerations will be:  

Ordinance 2020-01  Marihuana Decriminalization Ordinance 

Ordinance 2020-02  Ordinance amending Zoning for Certain Setbacks 

Ordinance 2020-03  Updating Floodplain Ordinance 

Ordinance 2020-04  Completing Codification of Ordinance. 

Later this year, Council will consider an ordinance to establish a Rental Prop-
erty Inspection Program. 

If you have any questions on any of these articles, please contact the bor-
ough office at 717-259-0965 during normal business hours. 


