Adams County Treasurer

117 Baltimore Street Rm 101, Gettysburg, PA 17325-2390
Telephone (717) 337-9833 * Fax (717) 334-6498
E-mail credding@adamscounty.us
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Crissy Redding, Treasurer

Re: Hotel Occupancy Tax

Hello Friends

On or about May 1* of this year, the House Tourism and Recreational Development Committee began
considering HB 787, legislation to ensure that Counties receive accurate information about all available room
rentals in their respective counties by requiring online hosting platforms to register with the state for the
collection, reporting and payment of the state and county hotel tax. The Department of Revenue would then be
required to share the list of each registered hosting platform’s list of rooms with County Treasurers. The receipt
of this information by the Treasurer from online hosting platforms such as AirBnb, is critical for enforcement
and audit purposes. As you may be aware, with the passage of Act 109 of 2018, online booking agents are
required to remit state and county hotel taxes directly to the Department of Revenue at the state and to the
County Treasurer respectively. The problem at the moment is, without HB 787 in place, the hosting platforms
are collecting hotel tax and remitting it in one lump sum to the county treasurer without reporting where the tax
is coming from. In other words, you the Operator may have had AirBnB collect all of the Hotel Tax due the
County in the month of April, and the hosting platform may have remitted all of the tax to the County, but the
hosting platform is not divulging the name(s) of the hotel Operators for whom they have collected and for
whom they are remitting.

The primary issue of concern is that although we have received checks from AirBnB and Home Away —
there is no corresponding list showing who the booking agent collected from. We simply have a check and no
corresponding Operator information.

Hence we are unable to confirm timely payments for rostered venues/operators — nor can we confirm if
the check is inclusive to venues/operators that are as yet unregistered with the County.

Please know that I have attempted multiple times to reach out to AirBnB with the hopes of acquiring the
information we need. All of our attempts have been met with a lack of cooperation --- (either no response, no
return email or “I am sorry I am unable to assist you™).

I have attached an updated/revised Hotel Tax Remittance Form as well as a Hotel Tax Booking Agent
Form —and a Hotel Tax Questionnaire (these will be available on the County web-site soon). We are requesting
that you complete these on a monthly bases as you have in the past prior to the passing of Act 109. If a
platform or booking agent is remitting on your behalf, please continue to fill out the remittance forms
but Do Not Send Money.

Please complete the attached documents even if you had “no rental activity” and return them to our
office — in order that the documentation can be confirmed in our offices. We need this for both confirmation of
timely payments and for the purpose of future auditing.

As information becomes available to us from the booking agents/platforms we are hopeful that the
reporting issues will diminish.

If you have any questions, concerns or we can be of further assistance — please do not hesitate to contact

Thank You for your consideration.
Respectfully - Brandy & Crissy
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