
ADAMS COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 
 

Meeting Minutes – July 19, 2017 
Adams County Agricultural and Natural Resources Center 

 

 
Attendance: Members –William Smith, Victor Frank, John Lerew, Skip Strayer, Melvin Lebo, Richard 
Crouse, Albert Lowas Jr. 
Staff – Carly Marshall, Andrew Merkel, Sherri Williams  
 
Adoption of Agenda:  Mr. Frank made a motion to adopt the agenda. The motion was seconded by Mr. 
Lebo and passed. 

Minutes from Previous Meeting:  Approved as submitted. 

Advanced Public Comments:  None 

Subdivision and Land Development Report: 

Mr. Merkel reviewed the SLD Reports for May and June 2017 and highlighted several findings: 

• SLD Submissions: Nineteen plans were submitted in May and June combined, which consisted 
primarily of minor subdivision and lot addition plans.  Plans of note include: 
-   116 storage units were proposed on Route 30 East 
-  Parking lot expansion at the Human Services Building in Cumberland Township 
- Compressed natural gas fueling station for the transit station in Gettysburg 
- La Bella restaurant is expanding their parking and outdoor seating onto the adjacent lot 
- Crosskeys Village submitted phases 4, 5, and 6 of their proposed assisted living facility 
 

• 67/68 Submissions: Fourteen 67/68 review submissions in May and June, including: 
- Gettysburg re-routing stormwater conveyance system on Stratton Street 
- Docks in Lake Meade 

 
• Municipal Reviews: Four municipal review submissions in May and June, including: 

- Zoning Ordinance amendment in Straban Township to remove items duplicated in SALDO 
- Zoning Ordinance amendment dealing with mixed-use buildings in Fairfield Borough 
- New Zoning Ordinance in Mount Joy Township 
- Cumberland County submitted their Comprehensive Plan for review.  Proposed land uses along 

the border of Adams County are primarily agricultural and consistent with land uses on the 
Adams County side of the border. 

- Conditional Use application in Cumberland Township for an assisted living facility.   

Klinger Zoning Hearing Board Application: 

Mr. Merkel presented a Special Exception Application in Menallen Township for an accessory dwelling unit 
on the property.  The applicant has obtain septic permits, and is outside the floodplain.  The application 
meets most applicable standards, but more information is needed for number of occupants.   

Mr. Lebo asked if Menallen Township has any restrictions on accessory dwellings turning into short-term 
rentals? 



Mr. Merkel stated that there is language in the County Zoning Ordinance that would preclude the additional 
residential unit from becoming a rental.  Mr. Merkel recommended that the Planning Commission 
recommend approval of the Special Exception Application, as there is no concern with the applicants not 
being able to meet all requirements. 

Mr. Frank asked for clarification on the distance between the house and the septic and expressed concern 
with the proposed location. 

Mr. Crouse asked if the applicant would need to apply for a new HOP with the increase in volume on the 
driveway with an additional residential unit.  Mr. Merkel responded that the increase in volume would not  

Mr. Lowas made a motion to recommend approval of the Special Exception Application to the Zoning 
Hearing Board.  Mr. Strayer seconded the motion, and it was passed unanimously. 

Planning Office Reorganization: 

Ms. Williams informed the Planning Commission that the Adams County Conservation District has been 
added to the Adams County Office of Planning and Development with the retirement of the previous 
director Larry Martick. 

Ms. Williams also presented a map displaying the planning staff’s municipal staff assignments.  Assigning 
municipalities to staff members will help allow those staff members to become more proficient with the 
ordinances for those municipalities, and to strengthen our relationship with the various municipalities.  

Mr. Crouse asked if the Conservation District Board will still be governing?  Ms. Williams explained that 
the Board will still be governing the functions they are required to govern by the State.  She also explained 
that there will be a new manager for the Conservation District.  Also, the employees of the Conservation 
District have always been County employees, whose salaries are supplemented by outside just just as 
Planning staff positions are supplemented by outside funding.   

UASD Facility Planning Study: 

Mr. Crouse presented information on the Upper Adams School District facility planning efforts.  The school 
is maxed out on space and lacks air conditioning, which at times results in 90 degree temperatures.  The 
capital repairs needed for the schools are also difficult to meet in the budget.  It is unlikely that the school 
district will be able to construct a new school, and the parents and stakeholders don’t want to cut programs.  
The committee has tabled any decisions pending further research and discussion.   

Mr. Frank asked what the forecast is for students to increase or decrease over the next ten years. 

Mr. Crouse responded that the population is stable, and that there are no significant changes in development 
patterns within the School District.  The Planning Office is compiling information on building permits and 
proposed developments by school district.  

Member Comments: None. 

Staff Comments: None. 

Public Comments:  None. 

Adjournment: 8:10 PM. 
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