
ADAMS COUNTY STATISTICS 
January 2014 

 
 
General Statistics 

~ Adams County consists of 334,000 acres of land with approximately 174,595 acres of 
farmland, down 4% from the 2002 census (farmland is now defined as an establishment from 

which $2,000 or more of agricultural products were sold or would normally be sold during the year)*; 
~ Our population has grown from 78,247 in 1990 to 101,407 in 2010; 
~ Agriculture and Tourism are our top two industries; 
~ Only 1.9% of all people in Adams County are farmers*; 
~ Our average farm size is 127 acres; 
~ 17,113 acres of active farmland were proposed for development between 1996 & 

2006^; 
~  2,342 new residential Lots/Units were proposed on 3,065 acres in 2006^; 
~ 73.9% of our soils are in soil capability classes I through III. 

 
Our Ranking in Pennsylvania for Agricultural Production * 

~ 6th in PA for overall ag production; 
~ 1st in the state and 4th in the nation for Apples and Peaches; 
~ 1st for Turkey production; 
~ 3rd for Egg production and wheat; 
~ 4th for Other Crops and Hay; 
~ 1st in the world for breeding Standardbred Horses (Hanover Shoe Farms.) 

 
Agricultural Security Areas (ASA) 

~ Adams County is one of only three counties in the state to have an established 
Agricultural Security Area (ASA) in every Township, encompassing over 103,915 
acres of farmland. 

 
Adams County Agricultural Land Preservation Program 

~ 2014 marks the twenty-fourth year of participation for Adams County in the State 
Farmland Protection Program. To date, 157 farms have been protected from 
development, covering 19,990 acres;  

~ Adams County was instrumental in establishing the PA Farmland Preservation 
Association, a statewide organization made up of County Administrators; 

~ 130 Acres – average size of a preserved farm; 
 

More 
 



 
Amount paid for an Easement: 

~ Round 7 (2006 – 2007 Funding) $2,517.34/Acre (1,514 acres/14 farms/avg 79.3% BS) 

~ Round 8 (2008 + GG Funding) $3,498.91/Acre (713 acres/8 farms/avg 79.50% BS) 
~ Round 9 (2009 – 2010 Funding) $2,335.67/Acre (1,535 acres/15 farms/avg 87.23% BS) 

~ Round 10 (2011 –2013 Funding) $1,920.75/Acre (456 acres/4 farms/avg 90% BS)  
 

The Land Conservancy of Adams County:  

~ With assistance of the Adams County Commissioners, The Land Conservancy of 
Adams County was created in March of 1995 and has protected 8,244 acres of 
farmland, historic land and open space on 127 properties. The County continues 
support of the LCAC with “in kind” services via office space, staff time and GIS 
support.  

 
Township based Agricultural Land Preservation Programs 

~ Mount Joy Township has preserved 1,078 acres on 11 farms; 
~ Union Township has helped preserve 275.07 acres on 3 farms; 
 

The Adams County Green Space Grant Program 

~ The “Green Space” Program was adopted in 2007 by the Adams County 
Commissioners and provides financial assistance to municipalities and qualified not-
for-profit organizations in Adams County for the purpose of purchasing land, or for 
the acquisition of easements; for the protection of locally significant lands for 
agricultural preservation, open space preservation (including water or other natural 
resources), parks and recreation, and historical and/or cultural resources; 

 
~ The “Green Space” Program has provided “match funds” to these various 

organizations to assist in receiving grants from various entities, including the 
Federal Farms and Ranch Preservation Program. 

 
 
Adams County Agricultural Land Land Conservancy of Adams County Green Space   
Preservation Program Adams County Grant Program 
Ellen T. Dayhoff, Administrator Sarah Kipp, Coordinator Bicky Redman, Coordinator 
19 Baltimore Street – Suite 101 P.O. Box 4584 19 Baltimore Street - Suite 101 
Gettysburg, PA  17325 Gettysburg, PA  17325 Gettysburg, PA  17325 
(717) 337-5859 (717) 334-2828 (717) 337-9827 
edayhoff@adamscounty.us skipp@adamscounty.us  bredman@adamscounty.us  

 
 

* 2007 Pennsylvania Agricultural Statistics Summary and Penn State Extension 
^ Adams County Office of Planning and Development 
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