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     Adams County has reached a milestone! The 
Adams County Agricultural Land Preservation 
Program was adopted by the Adams County 
Commissioners on January 10, 1990 - over 25 
years ago! The efforts over those 25 years have 
culminated in the permanent preservation of 
over 23,000 acres. More than 4,300 of those 
acres were preserved in conjunction with the 
Adams County Green Space Program; the Land 
Conservancy of Adams County, Union Town-
ship, Conewago Township, and Mt. Joy Town-
ship. It is through these strong partnerships 
that these milestones have been achieved.  
     Please join us in celebrating this achieve-
ment with our “25 Years of Preservation Cele-
bration” which will be held on Thursday, Octo-
ber 8th on a farm owned by the Arentz Family, 
who operate Arentz Hay and Grain, and is lo-
cated at 1376 Hanover Pike, Littlestown, PA 
17340. This farm is adjacent to their 54-acre 
farm which nudged us over the 20,000 acre 
mark in 2013. This is a family operation; run by 
the Arentz Family who farm over 3,500 acres in 
Adams County (540 of those acres are on pre-
served farms owned by the family.) Many 
thanks to Jean, Jay, Craig, and Rodney Arentz, 
and their families for hosting this celebration in 
their bank barn; which is appropriate consider-
ing that 2015 is the “Year of the Pennsylvania 
Barn”!  

     We are thrilled to coordinate our celebration 
with the Pennsylvania Agricultural Land Preser-
vation Board, which will hold their October 
meeting at this location beginning at 10:00 a.m. 
and will be presided over by PA Secretary of 
Agriculture - Adams County’s own Russell Red-
ding. A celebration and luncheon will follow at 
approximately 11:30 a.m.  
     We are constantly amazed by how our pre-
served landowners are contributing to our 
economy – and this is a perfect opportunity to 
showcase the vast diversity of Adams County 
agriculture. As a result, we are planning to fea-
ture several of our preserved farms with dis-
plays of information and products that are 
offered/produced on these farms.  
 

If you would like more information about this 
topic, please contact Ellen Dayhoff, Rural Re-
source Manager or Cindy Sanderson, Infor-
mation Coordinator at (717) 337-5859 or email 
at edayhoff@adamscounty.us or csander-
son@adamscounty.us. 

Adams County Agricultural Land Preservation Program 

MILESTONE 

http://www.adamscounty.us/Dept/Commissioners/Documents/TGIF_Newsletters/Newsletter_Sept_11_15.pdf
http://www.adamscounty.us/Dept/Commissioners/Documents/TGIF_Newsletters/Newsletter_Aug_14_15.pdf
http://www.adamscounty.us/Dept/Commissioners/Documents/TGIF_Newsletters/Newsletter_July_31_15.pdf
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UPDATE 
Information Technology 

     By the time you get the next TGIF the first 
week of the Apple Harvest Festival will be 
over. Besides going to the festival as 
a visitor, as a community resident 
there are so many fulfilling 
volunteer opportunities either 
or both weekends. All of the 
gate proceeds from the festival 
go toward community causes. I 
will be in the chicken BBQ pit on 
the first Saturday & Sunday so stop by and 
say hello. I guarantee you will see a lot of 

your friends and neighbors volunteering. 

     I hope to see you out at the County Staff 
Picnic today from 11-2 at the Conservation 
District Pavilion. Come on out and enjoy 
some great food and HealthSmart sponsored 

wellness activities including a dunk tank - 
with yours truly supporting Breast 

Cancer Awareness. 

     It is a wonderful season in Adams 
County - so get out there and expe-

rience all the historical, recreation-
al, agricultural, natural and cultur-

al opportunities that beautiful Adams Coun-
ty has to offer! 

END 
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Radio Update 

Municipal Financing Tools Workshops 

     The Information Technology Depart-
ment presented the approved 2015 IT 
Policies and Procedures to Senior Man-
agement on Wednesday, September 
16th. These policies include: Computer 
Access, Computer Network Usage, Com-
puter Network Security, Email Retention, 
Email Usage, Payment Card Industry 
Credit Card Standards (PCI DSS), and IT 
Security Incident Reporting. The IT De-
partment will be presenting the policies 
to each County Department to answer 
questions related to the new policies 
which will be implemented within each 
department following the individual de-
partment sessions. 

     Furthermore, the IT Department com-
pleted an upgrade of the department 
payment devices used to collect money 
for printing services by the general pub-
lic. The upgrade is the first of two migra-
tions related to the COTT system up-
grade scheduled for September 25th. The 
upgrade provides an up to date serv-
er platform for the COTT application. The 
application is primarily used within the 
Register & Recorder and Clerk of Courts 
offices. Other departments such as Tax 
Services and Planning use the COTT sys-
tem in conjunction with each depart-
ments system to provide services for 
Adams County.     

With all the recent focus on Tax Incentive Fi-
nancing, the Adams County Office of Planning 
and Development and the Adams County Eco-
nomic Development Corporation are combin-
ing forces for two upcoming workshops on 
financing tools and incentives for economic 
development.  The first on October 1st focuses 
on Tax Increment Financing (TIF) and Local 
Economic Revitalization Tax Assistance 

(LERTA).  The second workshop on October 21st 
covers several financing tools for business and 
development including state-funded low-
interest loans, USDA Rural Development pro-
grams, Farm Service Agency programs and Ben 
Franklin Technology Partners programs for 
technology companies.  Registration infor-
mation for these workshops can be found on 
ACOPD’s website. 

     I am gratified to report that testing of 
the approximately 2200 radio grids across 
the county has been completed. Three 
teams in GPS equipped vehicles went to 
the center of each grid to test reception. 
There was a required reception score of 
95% to pass the test. It was reported that 
all grids passed muster with a median 
grade of 98.5%. 

     The law enforcement portion of the 
system is still scheduled to be turned on 
October 20. The old system will run paral-
lel until the new system is deemed bug 
free. Fire/EMS will with the same proto-
col withal systems scheduled to be in 
operation by end of the year.  

     There is an exciting development in the 
southeast corner of the county. Alpha Fire 
Company has initiated a capital campaign to 
build a new 
fire sta-
tion.  They 
already have 
over $1M in 
reserve as 
seed money 
for the esti-
mated $4M 
project. The project on the drawing board is a 
beautiful and functional structure that will 
effectively serve the fire service and will defi-
nitely be an anchor of the community.  
     Last Tuesday, I was asked to testify at the 
Keystone Communities Grant Application for a 
matching $500,000 grant. The application is 
through the PA Department Community Eco-
nomic Development. Alpha is also applying for 
various other funding.  
     Alpha’s importance to our community and 
county cannot be understated. Littlestown sits 
in a corner of Adams County that is not readily 
served by all emergency services due to ge-
ographics, demographics and state lines. The 
company serves five municipalities. Volunteer-

ism continues to decrease as costs of equip-
ment, training and workman’s comp continues 
to rise. There is no doubt that functionality, the 

ability to pro-
vide profes-
sional service 
and the attrac-
tiveness of 
participating in 
any organiza-
tion is en-
hanced by ade-

quate, efficient and adequate facilities. The 
proposed new building would simply be a tre-
mendous enhancement to the life, safety and 
quality of the Littlestown community. This 
became acutely obvious to me when last year 
when Senator Alloway, Representative Moul 
and myself were invited by the department to 
come and tour their extremely outdated and 
cramped facility. 
     During my testimony, on behalf of the Ad-
ams County Board of Commissioners, I pledged 
any available assistance to the Alpha project 
and commended Alpha members for their 
initiative and diligence in helping to facilitate 
this important project. 

Alpha Fire Company Building Grant Hearing 

http://www.adamscounty.us/Dept/Planning/Pages/Workshops.aspx

