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The county owned
Sachs Mill Covered Bridge
is one of the most iconic and
historic landmarks in Adams County.

It is on the National Historic Register. The

“town truss” bridge was built in 1854. Both US

& CS soldiers marched across. As a kid | played

ice hockey there back in those really cold winters.
During my NPS career | had numerous occasions to be
involved in incidents in and around the bridge. From the
Yingling Farm reenactment site the bridge sits majesti-
cally in front of the Roundtops and Eisenhower Farm.
When | have visitors from out of town | normally take
them out by the bridge. In the fall it is a ready-made
post card when looking down Marsh Creek at the
bridge.

Despite all the historical, pleasurable and recreational
activity the bridge provides, unfortunately, illicit activity
and vandalism has been and continues to be an issue at
the Sachs Mill Bridge. In an attempt to better protect
and preserve this historic structure and the surrounding
view shed, the County of Adams has formed a partner-
ship with The Gettysburg Municipal Authority, Adams
Electric Cooperative, First Energy, Cumberland Town-
ship, Freedom Township and adjoining Landowner Tim
Shields. GMA will be installing and supplying power to

October 14, 2016

Sachs Mill
Bridge

Historic Courtroom Sound
System Improvement

2017 Budget

Central Adams Comprehensive
Plan

Human Services Building

The End

appropriate lighting
and a camera on each side

of the bridge. Adams Electric
Cooperative will be donating and
installing two poles, two lights and will
install the cameras. The First Energy Foundation
has approved a grant to go towards the cameras.
Freedom Township Landowner Tim Shields has
offered to facilitate visual and historic enhancement
of the area by creating several improvements includ-
ing designated parking and putting up split rail along
the edge of the roadway. At the Freedom Township
meeting Shields and | attended, supervisors applaud-
ed the effort and commended Shields for his offer to
make several view shed improvements on the heavily
utilized Freedom side. Both townships were receptive

to these improvements and protective measures.

In 1996 major flooding washed the covered bridge
downstream. Adams County officials at that time
were determined to save this landmark and are to be
commended for their actions restoring the
bridge. The Sachs Mill Bridge was re-dedicated in
1997. The partnership formed today to make these
protective and improvement measures is certainly no
guarantee against malice or mother nature; but it cer-
tainly speaks well to the fact that when local entities
form partnerships and combine resources - important
community projects can be accomplished.
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Current review is finding that revenue is not keeping pace with the
increase in expenditures projected for 2017. Target budgets are being
drafted for the departments to review and hopefully find acceptable for the next

7/ 7/ year. The budget is looking acceptable but extra dollars will probably not be available for
: discretionary spending. We are committed to staying on target. The Board has been meeting
—_ with the Finance Team on a monthly basis in what has proven to be a valuable exercise.

Historic Courtroom Sound System IWLJO?"OV ement

| am thrilled to report that the new sound system in the Historic Courtroom is being installed with comple-
tion anticipated next week. The sound quality in the historic courtroom has been an issue for a long time;
but with the commissioner’s weekly public meetings being moved to the courtroom, the situation was aggra-
vated. In consultation with the Courts - both sound quality and historic integrity were factors in the design of
the new system.

Central Adams Comprehensive Plan

Representatives from Cumberland Township, Gettysburg Borough and Straban Township gathered this
past Wednesday for a presentation offered by the Adams County Office of Planning and Development
(ACOPD) regarding the Central Adams Joint Comprehensive Plan. Carly Marshall, Design/Cultural Planner and
Sarah Weigle, Senior GIS Specialist, reviewed the public outreach and participation aspects of the plan includ-
ing the interactive GIS tool available on the project page of the ACOPD website. Andrew Merkel, Assistant
Director and Manager of the Comprehensive Planning Division of ACOPD provided an overview of the goals
and objectives developed by the steering committee during this project.

The steering committee is made up of representatives from the three municipalities comprising this study
area. There was a favorable exchange of information to be incorporated into the plan. Staff of ACOPD
will continue to take comment on the proposed goals and objectives at a workshop scheduled for next
Thursday, October 20, 2016 from 6:00-8:00 pm. The public is encouraged to attend or visit the
website at http://www.adamscounty.us/Dept/Planning/Pages/CentralAdamsJCP.aspx to review and
provide comment.
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Human Services Building

The interior demo of the building has been completed; plumbing and electrical are S
going in and the metal stud walls are going up. It definitely feels like progress when '
you can make out individual offices and work spaces — even though you are just
looking at stud walls. | did a walk through this morning and the Children/Youth, IT,
and Probation office's are becoming very obvious. Last week departments
picked out accent colors. The completion of Phase | is slated for December
31, 2016.
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Tomorrow | will be spending the day helping with the Land Conservancy of Adams County Road
Rally. The annual rally is one of the largest fundraisers for the conservancy and a lot of work and
effort goes into it. This year’s theme is Adams County Emergency Services. The route is not divulged
to the participants until they take off and the stops around Adams County will be centered on this
theme. After years and years and years of running the Road Rally, Mark Clowney & Bob Mcllhenny
(and Ruth Mary) passed the baton to Jeff Glahn. With some institutional knowledge supplied by
Mark & Bob, Jeff has done an absolutely outstanding job coordinating the event this year.

It’s a big job! The Road Rally Master is our own Emergency Management Director John Eline
and the rally begins at the Adams County Emergency Management complex. There is still
time to enter or be a sponsor by calling the LCAC at 717-334-2828.

Commissioner Martin wanted me to remind you about the annual Adams County
4-H auction at the Ag Center on Friday, November 4. This is an important fundraiser,
for 4-H. They are looking for appropriate auction items such as merchandise,
services and gift cards. The event begins at 5PM with plenty of good food. For
more information call Adams County 4H at 717-334-6271 or see Commiss-
ioner Martin.

After the Road Rally tomorrow | believe | am going to see the Cap-
ital Steps political satire group at the Majestic Theater. Do you
think they will have any fodder for their show this year? No
matter what you do get out there and experience all the

. historical, recreational, agricultural, natural and cultural
3, opportunities that beautiful Adams County has to

“...get out there and experience all the
historical, recreational, agricultural, natural and
cultural opportunities that beautiful Adams County
has to offer!”

The End
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