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On Saturday morning, Commissioner Martin local wine, hard cider, children’s activities, a
and | attended the 60™ annual Apple Blossom petting zoo, music, dancing, magic shows and an
Festival at the South apple queen ceremony. A
Mountain Fairgrounds. 6K run was also added
The event celebrates the this year.

beginning of our Adams
County growing season.

The drive to and from
the festival was spectacu-
lar. The blossoms were in
full bloom and it looked
like a sea of white. | drove
up that way again Tues-
day across Fairview Fruit
Road and it was still
breathtaking. If you have-
n’t taken the opportunity
to view the blossoms yet -
don’t delay!

Each spring the festival
encourages families to
enjoy the beautiful vistas
of orchards in bloom and
provides an opportunity
for the public to learn
about growing fruit while
taking guided tours of the
multi-generational family
farm operations. In addi-
tion to a full slate of activ-
ities and orchard tours, visitors can also enjoy
handmade craft vendors as
well as antique cars, food,
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FESTIVAL

Pictures from Adams County Nursery, Inc.


http://www.adamscounty.us/Dept/Commissioners/Documents/TGIF_Newsletters/Newsletter_Apr_10_15.pdf
http://www.adamscounty.us/Dept/Commissioners/Documents/TGIF_Newsletters/Newsletter_Mar_27_15.pdf
http://www.adamscounty.us/Dept/Commissioners/Documents/TGIF_Newsletters/Newsletter_Mar_13_15.pdf
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Here are some corrections
facts. Did you know that Pennsyl-
vania’s correction system is the
oldest in the United States with
the establishment of the Walnut
Street Jail in 1773 and the Eastern
Penitentiary in 1829? Did you
know the Adams County Adult
Correctional Complex facility has
285 beds in the Secure Facility and
a 164 bed Re-Entry facility? Did
you know the Adams County Adult
Corrections Complex is staffed by
more than 140 trained, skilled and
dedicated corrections profession-
als in many different disciplines?

This week, May 3-9 is Correc-
tions Employee Week. The Board
of Commissioners recognized our
Adams County Corrections staff
with an Adams County Proclama-
tion during our Wednesday, May 6
Workshop. We also visited the
prison yesterday and joined the
corrections staff for lunch.

There is no doubt that Adams
County Corrections professionals
deserve to be recognized not just
the week; but all-year long for
their valuable work and dedica-
tion. Given the tragic events at the
prison several weeks ago, Wednes-
day’s Proclamation was even more
meaningful and poignant!
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FARMLAND PRESERVATION
HOMETOWN HEROES
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Yesterday morning it was my privilege
to join Secretary of Agriculture Russell
Redding and Adams County Planning
Director Sherri Claytonin welcoming
the Pennsylvania Farmland Alliance to
Adams County. PFPA is made up of
Administrators of participating County
Farmland  Preservation  Programs
throughout the State.

Last evening, | again had the privilege
of participating in a joint reception for
the PA Land Trust Alliance and PA
Farmland Preservation Association at
the Gettysburg National Military Park
Visitor Center by welcoming this large
combined group to Adams Coun-

ty. Two iconic names in Adams |
County agriculture were hon- %
ored at the event. Tom Clow- N ,
ney and Tim Brown were
co-recipients of the
“Local Heroes Award”. This
is an award presented by
American Farmland Trust »
(AFT) and PFPA to a host =

individual(s) who have made a signifi-
cant difference to our County farm-
land preservation program. The
award was given to Russell Redding
the last time PFPA was in Gettysburg.
Tom and Tim have been on the Farm-
land Preservation Board since the in-
ception of the program. Tom was the
original Chairman and Tim is currently
the Chairman. Both have preserved
their farms as well. For these guys, |
believe it could also be called the life-
time legacy award. Thanks to all our
staff for the work that they have done
to host this conference in Adams
County. Tom and Tim congratulations
on a career well done.
P.S. On a related note, | am heading
down the Littlestown Pike
to Browns Valley Farm and
’: get some of Tim's extra deli-
cious home grown strawber-
ries this afternoon!

WORKFORCE INVESTMENT BOARD

Last Friday Commissioner Martin met
with area employers and Workforce
Investment Board members to devel-
op the future direction of the South
Central WIB. The five hour meeting
was composed of numerous focus
groups exploring various topics that
centered on improving the delivery of
WIB employment and training pro-
grams to South Central Counties.

At a follow-up session the recommen-
dation will be summarized into a stra-
tegic plan of goals and objec-
tives. Commissioner Martin expects
funding cuts to the programs and he
anticipates that these new goals and
objectives will result in a more effi-
cient and effective use of future fund-

ing.
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Dancing with the Stars practice last
winter. Mark knew that going into
Boston he did not have the training he
needed to run the 2:58 he ran at
Steamtown to qualify for Boston. Re-
gardless Mark, your colleagues are
still in awe. | am not sure if | could
even walk that far? Mark: Keep up
the good work and best wishes in fu-
ture marathons.

Congratulations to Mark Clowney of
the Adams County Planning Depart-
ment. Mark came in 9,785 out of
27,165 runners in the Boston Mara-
thon. He ran the course in 3:28:59.
The time is especially notable since
Mark had shin splints this winter and
was only able to train modestly. Be-
tween you and me, | attribute the shin
splints as a result of too darn much

Shredding Event

departments not located in the court-
‘"\T‘;ﬁb house but wish to pa'rtl'upate,

L please contact Building &

‘Lfg/Maintenance or Purchasing to
%

- . make arrangements. A Cer-
\‘( ,‘lk tificate of Destruction will
‘i§ be provided by the com-

pany after the process is
completed and can be ob-

tained from Phil Swope in
the Purchasing department.

The next county shredding event
will take place at the end of Au-
gust — more details to come [’
with exact dates. Labels will A
be provided by the Building
& Maintenance depart- '1‘\
ment to identify boxes
that can be destroyed. The
primary location for reten—
tion of these boxes will be at
St. Francis for departments
located in the courthouse. For those
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This morning at 10:00 we are at the Annu-
al Adams County Law Enforcement Me-
morial Ceremony at Oak Lawn.
This afternoon we are headed
to East Berlin Fish & Game

for the annual High School
Evirothon. Thanks to Adam e
McLain and the team at

the Adams County Conser-
vation District for facilitating
this educational event for our
youth.

this week. My parents always told me not

to plant before Mother’s Day — but my

wife says they need to be planted for

Mother’s Day? You notice who
won?

No matter what you do,
spring is here in full force — get
out there and experience all
the historical, recreational, agri-

cultural, natural and cultural
opportunities that beautiful Ad-
ams County has to offer.

It’s starting to feel like summer.
Kathy and | planted all our flowers

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
4
UPDATE

The Information Technology De-
partment kicked off a month long
public Wi-Fi test pilot on the town
square in Gettysburg on May 1st.
Over the month of May, the town
square will broadcast a Wi-Fi signal
and the public will have the ability to
connect personal devices to the free
service. User devices will see the Wi-
Fi broadcast as, “Gettysburg Public Wi
-Fi” and once connected will be di-
rected to a splash page to agree to
terms and conditions when a web
browser is opened. The user will then
have the ability to utilize the internet
using their personal device. At the
conclusion of May, a determination
will be made to either continue the
project or return the equipment to
the manufacturer free of
charge. Commissioner Qually was
the Board liaison for this project.
Thank you to the participating busi-
nesses and Destination Gettysburg
for their support in making this pilot
project a reality.

Additionally, Department mem-
bers recently met with Eastern Ad-
ams Regional Police Department Staff
in regards to the county developing
and hosting the Police Department’s
website. The meeting was utilized for
requirements gathering to define the
structure and expectations of the
website. The department is now
working on developing their website.
Furthermore, the department is in
the final stages of upgrading the four
county magistrate offices over to the
new secure fiber optic network.
Testing on key pieces of technical
equipment has been in progress over
the past month and the goal is to
have the project completed by the
end of May.
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