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Last week, at the Assessor’s Association 
of Pennsylvania’s (AAP) Annual Spring 
Conference, Adams County Tax Services 
own Barb Walter was recognized by be-
ing awarded the prestigious Hanisits/
Hettinger Award.  This award was named 
after Robert Hanisits, the 40th president 
of the AAP and Alfred Hettinger, AAP’s 
longest solicitor, and is given to recog-
nize an individual’s achievements in en-
hancing education in the assessment 
field.   

 

Barb has been a member of the AAP for 
over 40 years and has served in many 
capacities including the presidency of 
the AAP in 2003, and countless other 
committees.  She was presented the 
award during the AAP Past Presidents’ 
Luncheon on Thursday, May 5 at the 
Harrisburg Hilton. As a sidebar, I also just 
sent Barb a note for 43 years of service 
to Adams County residents. Barb tells 
me she is 53? Congratulations Barb! 
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As commissioners we get invited to a lot 
of events. Although we try and go to as 
many as we can, we simply cannot fulfill 
all of the requests. I had been invited to 
the Nurses Pinning Ceremony at HACC 
Gettysburg several times, and was finally 
able to go last week. I was impressed so 
much that I felt it warranted some space 
in TGIF. 

The ceremony took place before a packed 
house at HACC Gettysburg in the Robert 
C. Hoffman Room with family and friends 
spilling out into the lobby. The twenty-
eight students who received their stripes 
that evening are the successful product 
of an extremely challenging and intense 
classroom and clinical nursing education 
curriculum. It was very obvious, as each 
student thanked their instructors and 
supporters, what the nursing degree 
meant to them, and how hard they had 
to work to get it. I was also struck by the 
diversity of the graduates in age, gender, 
ethnicity and background.  One male 
graduate had been a Capital Police 
Officer and several female graduates had 
very young children in attendance.   I 
would guess a few were second career 
students. A large audience of children, 
parents and grandparents were in attend-

ance. The common thread was recogniz-
ing what the graduates had been through 
and accomplished together, to reach 
their common goal of a nursing degree, 
hopefully leading to a fulfilling career. 

This program is a very meaningful and 
very important resource for our commu-
nity. HAAC Gettysburg Campus President 
Shannon Harvey conveyed to me that 
with 10 faculty for 28 students, and the 
need to utilize out of the area clinics for 
some of the instruction, the monetary 
cost of this program does not have a pos-
itive impact on the HACC balance sheet; 
but I am sure she agrees with me the 
ultimate result to our community could 
be considered – Priceless! Thank you and 
hats off to HACC for providing our com-
munity with this valuable program and 
resource! 

 We are aware that in the past there have 
been concerns related to us regarding the 
audio in the Historic Courtroom. Until com-
missioners meetings were moved into the 
courtroom the issue was infrequent. Now 
that we are using the courtroom for our 
public meetings, although it has been a 
very positive experience allowing the 
public to experience this beautiful 
historic resource, it has exasperated 
the audio issue. IT has been 
working with several firms 
and technicians to rectify the 

issue. Balancing technical audio improve-
ments with historic integrity is our goal. In 

co-operation with the Courts, 
we are at the point where IT is 

working out the last few details to make 
some changes that will improve the sound 

system significantly. We hope to have the 
process completed within a month. 

Historic Courtroom AUDIO IMPROVEMENT 

Nurse Pinning  Job Well Done 

 On Monday evening, Gettysburg 
Mayor Bill Troxell announced his 
resignation after a twenty-five year 
stent of serving the Borough of 
Gettysburg. Although Bill was the 
Gettysburg Mayor, he was an advo-
cate for our entire community. Alt-
hough the announcement was hard-
ly a surprise with Bill’s age and some 
health issues, it made many of us 
reflect on our personal characters 
and our character as public officials. I 
have been acquainted with Bill for a 
long-time when we have both worn 
various hats. Bill has always been 
kind, knowledgeable, respectful and 
committed to our community in 
many ways. The words gentleman 
and community ambassador come 
to mind when describing Bill Troxell. 
Bill is certainly a public official to 
emulate.  

I presume that Bill will be retiring his 
famous really big ceremonial scissors 
- that have cut hundreds of ribbons 
at hundreds of events the past twen-
ty-five years. Maybe the scissors 
should be appropriately displayed 
for the ages in Gettysburg Borough 
Hall? On behalf of a grateful commu-
nity, thank you for a job well done - 
Gettysburg Mayor Bill Troxell!  

Ceremony 
Mayor Bill Troxell 
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Real Life Scenario’s 
When Adams County Children & Youth 
Director Sue Cohick approached the 
Board about funding Field Awareness & 
Assessment Training for staff, the Board 
was quick to give our blessing.  The train-
ing involves real life scenarios that staff 
could encounter when making a home 
visit. I am very familiar with equivalent 
training having participated in law en-
forcement scenarios and have also set 
them up as a law enforcement training 
coordinator. This is one sure way to get 
hands on learning experience, while 
testing your responses and critiquing your 
actions - and the actions of others.   
 
There is no doubt that C&Y staff can en-
counter situations that are emotionally 
charged and potentially volatile. Having 
the ability to recognize danger and 
deescalate or remove yourself from the 
situation by various methods are valuable 
tools to possess. While watching two sce-
narios, one involving an intoxicated moth-
er and the other an emotionally unstable 
father with meth producing paraphernalia 

in the room, it occurred to me that when I 
went into such situations, I normally had 
a radio, weapons and body armor.  CY 
staff has their cell phone, clip board and 
folder.  I know that distance, proximity, 
access to an exit and what you wear were 
fundamental principles that were stressed 
in the Awareness Training last Thursday & 
Friday. As an example, several staff 
learned the hard way what can happen 
when you have your ID on a chain around 
your neck. 
 
At the post-event debriefing Friday after-
noon, the staff seemed to agree on the 
significant value of the training.  Beside 
serious evaluation and critique, as normal 
there were some pretty funny stories as 
staff related their experiences. I have ab-
solutely no doubt that each staff member 
will have a few more valuable tools in 
their toolbox on their next home visit. 
Congratulations from the Board to the CY 
staff for recognizing the value of case-
worker awareness and safety!  
 

Apple Blossom Festival 
     On Saturday Commissioner Jim Martin, 
PA Secretary of Agriculture Russell Red-
ding, Destination Gettysburg 
President Norris Flowers 
and I had the pleasure of 
opening the 61st Adams 
County Apple Blossom 
Festival at the South Mt 
Fairgrounds. Despite 
reports to the contrary, 
that was Jim Martin on 
the front page of the 
Gettysburg Times at the 
Apple Blossom Festival 
– not Commissioner Qually. We all knew it 
was Jim - because he is the shorter guy 
and Marty is the taller guy – and that’s a 
sure give-away! 

     I made the statement during opening 
ceremonies - that this is not your mother 
or grandmothers Apple Blossom Festival. I 
grew up on Kuhn’s Fruit Farm in Cash-

town with very big fruit trees and almost 
everything going to the local fruit pro-

cessing plants. These days cider 
making, direct retail sales 

both in and out of the 
area, farmers markets, 
diversification of prod-
ucts, technology, state 
of the art cold storage, 
research and agri-
tourism have changed 
the landscape of our 
Adams County fruit 
industry.  The influx of 

young adults returning to Adams County 
with contemporary techniques and a pas-
sion for the agriculture profession bodes 
well for the future of our agriculture in-
dustry in Adams County.  

The best part was that I got a small basket 
of Pink Lady and Gala apples - which I am 
still enjoying.  

Speaking of The End, having four chil-
dren, I funded far too many years of 
diapers and 13 years of college tuition – 
with some of those tuition years being 
double  I have made a substantial 
investment in Shippensburg University, 
West Virginia University and Virginia 
Tech University.  Besides the cost of 
tuition, I could probably have owned a 
condo for what I paid in apartment rent 
for four college students over thirteen 
years.  With my youngest son Connor 
graduating from the five-year Architec-
ture program at VT, I am hoping that 
college tuition and rent payments for 
me have come to The End. I would not 
have traded the experience of watching 
Shaun, Kate, Kelly and Connor walking 
across the stage; but for you younger 
parents with college ahead of you start 
saving!  

Spring is definitely here and has 
brought more than its share of rain. 
Mowing the yard has become a science 
- juggling between showers and wet 
areas. Planting flowers and mulching 
are in full swing.  In the past week, I 
have hit both Mussleman and Taylor 
Greenhouses to get the perfect flowers. 
It is a tradition that first started with my 
parents - and is just one of many great 
things to do in Adams County.   

The Farmers Market season is beginning 
all over Adams County and I can’t wait 
for those sweet cherries, home grown 
tomatoes, sweet corn and peaches. The 
month of May also means the Totem 
Pole Playhouse, in beautiful Caledonia 
State Park, is up and running again with 
great entertainment.  I definitely want 
to see Lovesick Blues remembering 
Patsy Cline & Hank Williams Sr.  Former 
M.A.S.H. star Loretta Swit (Hot Lips 
Hoolahan) is also appearing this sum-
mer at Totem Pole. On Sunday evening I 
will be at the Majestic Theater helping 
to hand out awards to area high school 
thespians honoring their spring musi-
cals.  Also on Sunday the Board will be 
at the 2:00 PM Adams County Coroner’s 
Memorial Service and the Penn State 
Extension 100th Anniversary at the Ag 
Center from 1:30-3:30. The program 
will start at 2:30 and there will be Penn 
State Creamery ice cream served. That’s 
one very busy Sunday.   

END 
Children & Youth 


