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As a result of numerous inquiries re-
garding the well publicized Oak Lawn 
Cemetery situation, the Board released 
the following statement on Tuesday 
and at Wednesday’s public commis-
sioners meeting regarding the situa-
tion. Also, the District Attorney, in con-
junction with Cumberland Twp. Police 
Department, now has a form on the 
home page of the Adams County web-
site that can be filled out and sub-
mitted for any residents wanting to file 
a concern or complaint regarding Oak 
Lawn Cemetery.  

County officials have received numer-
ous inquiries regarding the situation 
at Oak Lawn Cemetery on Chambers-
burg Road. The Board of Commission-
ers has asked the county Veterans Di-
rector, Solicitor, Sheriff and District 

Attorney to review all authorities and 
remedies to this situation. According 
to Adams County Veterans Affairs Di-
rector Stan Clark there are 573 veter-
ans interred at Oak Lawn. District 
Attorney Brian Sinnett has informed 
the Board that his office is conducting 
an active investigation. We are also 
aware that the Cumberland Township 
Police Department is conducting an 
investigation and will be coordinating 
with the Adams County District Attor-
ney’s office. The first priority is to as-
sure that burials can continue as soon 
as possible. We will be using all re-
sources available to us and coordinate 
with other agencies in attempting to 
ensure the residents and families of 
our community are protected and 
cared for in resolving this unaccepta-
ble situation.  

Written by: Commissioner Randy Phiel 

T.G.I.F. 

 Farewell            
Commissioner Dick 

Waybright, A Job 
Well Done! 
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Farewell Commissioner Dick Waybright  

I knew Dick Waybright for the ma-
jority of my life. He was my Sunday 
school teacher at St. James in the 
mid sixties. As a youth, I saw Dick 
perform his water witching rod 
technique at Girl Scout Camp Happy 
Valley outside Fairfield where my 
parents were on the building com-
mittee.  At that time, neither Dick 
nor I could have predicted that our 
paths would cross later in life, hav-
ing the honor to serve and interact 
as Adams County Commissioners.  I 
am sure that prediction was even 
more remote when Dick was re-
quired to counsel some of us 13 
year-old year old boys regarding our 
enthusiastic, and I am sure some-
times inappropriate, Sunday school 
behavior. Looking back as an adult, I 
am sure he probably engaged in 
that Sunday school "educational 
counseling" with a bit of a 
grin.  After retiring from my former 
profession, I did a stint teaching and 
occasionally I would sub for Ag Sci-
ences at Gettysburg High School. 
One day I spotted Judge Oscar Spic-
er's book A Farmer For The Ages 
about Dick's life on the ag office 
shelf. I read it cover to cover. It's 
not only about Dick and Mason Dix-
on Dairy; but is a good read regard-
ing Adams County history - especial-
ly in the "lower end" of the county.   

Besides Dick's many publicized busi-
ness, technology and international 
accomplishments, Dick spent a lot 
of lesser known time caring for the 
youth, elderly and less fortunate in 
our community. When my elderly 
father was living with us and could 
no longer drive, I would stop by the 
house when I was working and find 

Dick's silver Toyota Prius car parked 
in the driveway and Dick sitting in 
the living room visiting with my fa-
ther - who could not have been 
more appreciative.  As was his habit 
with many elderly friends, he would 
take Dad to breakfast or out to the 
farm for a tour.  

The morning after I won my first 
primary election in 2011 - my home 
phone rang at 7AM. Kathy sleepily 
said: "Its Dick Waybright."  Dick con-
gratulated me and said "Well if you 
are going to run Adams County you 
need to get out here to Mason Dix-
on Dairy and see what is going on. I 
want to give you a personal tour." 
Well I took the Dick Waybright per-
sonal tour, and like many before 
and after, was amazed at the opera-
tion, the business model, the facili-
ty, the technology, the breeding 
operation, energy conversion to the 
grid, farm equipment and field inno-
vations to name just  a few of the 
innovations. During my tour, as a jet 
flew overhead, Dick told me that in 

a few days Warren Buffet was send-
ing his jet up to BWI to pick him up 
for three days of consulting at one 
of Buffet’s farming operations in 
Arkansas - and Dick was quick to tell 
me he was not charging Buffet any-
more than his normal consulting 
rate. Then there is the story of Dick 
meeting and talking to Vladimir 
Putin while bathing in the Black Sea 
on a consulting trip to Russia and 
the list goes on. 

During our previous term Dick 
would stop by the commissioner's 
office to check in and give us his 
perspective. I regret I never did get 
the chance to ask Dick about the 
rumors of him taking snoozes on a 
cot in the basement - but granted 
dairy farmers do get up very early 
and may deserve an occasional mid-
day snooze! Most recently the 
Board of Commissioners asked Dick 
to serve on the Conservation District 
Board when several openings be-
came available. Although Dick was 
beginning to wind down serving on 
boards, he agreed at our request to 
serve again on a board that he 
thought was very important. Dick 
served until last year when health 
issues precluded his participation.  

Dick Waybright was a visionary, 
businessman and ambassador for 
Adams County.  Most significantly 
Dick was wonderful contributor to 
our community. I believe in many 
ways Dick represented what the 
fabric of living in Adams County is all 
about.  A job well done… Dick 
Waybright!! 

 A Job Well Done! 
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After meeting with department 
directors for input, Adams County 
Human Services Building Architect 
Crabtree & Rohrbuagh has been 
working with the core design 
committee to come up with a 
general design. At the point the 
general design is completed, it 
will go back to the department 
directors for review and com-
ment. The design will then return 

to the core committee and the 
overall Design Team. Our objec-
tive is to have the design complet-
ed by the end of March, go out 
for bid in April, have bids returned 
in May - and begin renovation in 
June. This is an extremely signifi-
cant project for our residents and 
the Board would like to thank 
everyone involved with the design 
for your efforts. 

Each year The Gettysburg 
Times does an end of the 
year progress report as we 
end one year and begin an-
other. This year’s Progress 
2016 was a supplement in 
the paper on Thursday, Feb-
ruary 25th. The section in-
cluded the Adams County 
Commissioners along with 
many other community or-
ganizations. The Board puts 
our heads together, writes 
this ourselves and always 
stresses to make deadline. If 
you would like take an encap-
sulated look back at 2015, 
and look ahead to 2016, I 
have included the link to our 
2016 Progress Report article 
for your perusal.   

Human Services Building Update 

Human Resources UPDATE 
Thanks to everyone who support-
ed our first fundraiser for the 
American Heart and Stroke Associ-
ation.  This organization makes a 
big difference in the lives of Adams 
County residents and we 
are happy to 
support it 
again through 
fundraisers 
as well as 
walking 
as a team 
in September! 
Kudos to the 176 
employees who are participating in 
the Step Challenge!  Many of you 
got Fitbits and we are excited as 
we hear all the enthusiasm as we 
get healthier together. HR antici-
pates 2016 will be a banner year 

for Wellness activities.  Please 
make sure you speak up if you 
have any ideas! 
Please make sure you take the 
time to read the revised Employee 
Handbook available on the Intra-
net.  Please let your Director or 

Elected Official 
know if you 

can’t 
access 

the In-

tranet.  All 
employees are 

expected to turn in the acknowl-
edgement form no later than 
March 31, 2016. 

PROGRESS 



The Board recently heard a presenta-
tion from the Adams County Planning 
GIS division regarding their progress in 
plotting veteran’s graves. GIS is work-
ing in coordination with the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs to use GPS 
technology to plot the exact coordi-
nates of each grave. Besides plotting 
the location for general in-
formation, the PA 
County Code man-
dates an American 
Flag be placed on 
all veterans burial 
sites from Memori-
al Day to July 4. The 
completion of this 
project will also as-
sist in that endeavor 
respecting and honoring our veterans. 
Stay tuned for further updates as the 
project progresses. 
 
The Adams County Office of Planning 
and Development presented an in-
formative power point on the newly 
revised Parks, Recreation, and Green 
Space Grant Program at the Board of 
Commissioners public meeting on 
Wednesday. This program is based 
upon the Green Space program and 

now incorporates funding from the 
Act 13 Marcellus Shale Legacy Fund 
for Parks, Recreation and Trail pro-
jects.  We anticipate final approval of 
this program in the very near future to 
allow for grants to be released in the 

spring of 2016.  Any Adams 
County municipality, not-

for-profit organizations 
with Tax-Exempt 501

(c)(3) status, and 
existing recreation 
authorities are eli-
gible to apply for 
these grants.  This 

year’s grant cycle will 
focus solely on Parks, 
Recreation and Trail 
projects.  Public 

meetings will be held to provide infor-
mation to interested applicants on the 
process and requirements.  Thanks to 
the staff of the planning department 
for putting this program together, par-
ticularly Ellen Dayhoff, Manager of the 
Rural Resources Division and Bicky 
Redman, Senior Environmental Plan-
ner.  Stay tuned for more exciting in-
formation about this program. 

Adams County  
Emergency  

Management 

The installation of mobile 
radios is on-going for County 
fire vehicles. Distribution of 
pagers is underway for fire 
and emergency medical per-
sonnel. The new digital 91 
radio system continues to 
work extremely well - far 
surpassing our expectations 
and we have reports 
that  first responders are 
very pleased. 
 

The County and State await 
word from Washington, D.C. 
and FEMA for a possible 
Presidential Disaster Declara-
tion which could bring hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars 
in snow storm recovery relief 
for our municipalities, non-
profits, school districts and 
County government.  This is 
in response to the Blizzard of 
'16 in January.  
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END 

 

PLANNING NEWS 

It is spring banquet time again for 
organizations and we began the 
circuit several weeks ago with Ad-
ams County Farm Bureau. This Sat-
urday I will be at Gettysburg Fire 
Department Annual Banquet fol-
lowed by Fairfield and Lake 
Meade.  Next week is the Land 
Conservancy Annual Dinner at the 
Gettysburg Hotel. I am proud of 

the fact that the Board attempts to 
attend as many events as possible.  

No matter what you do, get out 
there and experience all the histor-
ical, recreational, historical, culi-
nary, natural and cultural opportu-
nities that beautiful Adams County 
has to offer. 


