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     Have you noticed an abundance of 
mosquitoes this summer?  According to 
Adams County West Nile Technician 
Matt Stough we have had a very wet 
year so far here in Adams County – as 
most of us can attest.  This has lead to 
high numbers of mosquitoes. Matt says 
the County's West Nile Virus program 
has been running in high gear and has 
found 12 mosquito samples positive for 
West Nile virus. This is currently the 
most in Pa. Most of the positive sam-
ples have been from the Bonneauville 
area. The other samples were in 
Conewago Township around McSher-
rystown and areas north of Abbotts-
town. We have increased our surveil-
lance in these areas.  

 

Due to the 
high mosqui-
to populations and level of 
Virus found in the Bonneauville area 
Matt has conducted an adult mosquito 
control operation on Thursday 
night.  He hopes this control will re-
duce the risk of our residents con-
tracting West Nile virus.  Matt’s crew 
will be trapping the area next week to 
evaluate the control.  While they have 
increased their focus on these areas 
that have tested positive, they are still 
monitoring the rest of the more popu-
lated areas in the county. 

West Nile Update 

Fortunately, very few mosquitoes are in-
fected, so the chance of being bitten 
by an infected mosquito is very 
small.  However, if an in-
fected mosquito does 
bite a person, it would take 
5-15 days to develop the 
infection.  In many cases, 

the WNV may cause no symptoms at all or 
may cause only mild flu-like ill-
ness.  In more severe and rare cases 

(less than 1% infected), a person may 
develop encephalitis.  Encephalitis 

can be a serious health 
threat for the elderly or people 

with weakened immune systems.   

Symptoms 

http://www.adamscounty.us/Dept/Commissioners/Documents/TGIF_Newsletters/Newsletter_June_19_15.pdf
http://www.adamscounty.us/Dept/Commissioners/Documents/TGIF_Newsletters/Newsletter_June_5_15.pdf
http://www.adamscounty.us/Dept/Commissioners/Documents/TGIF_Newsletters/Newsletter_May_22_15.pdf
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     The Information Technology 
Department recently scheduled a 
DocStar system upgrade for Fri-
day, 7/24. The upgrade will move 
the system from the 
3.12 release to the 
3.14 platform. The 
software 
upgrade 
will in-
clude a 
two year software refresh and 
provide county users with the 
most up-to-date release of the 
DocStar software. The software 
upgrade will provide additional 
document imaging features and 
improved integration with modern 
technologies. With planned efforts 
between the vendor and county 
staff, the upgrade will take one full 
day to complete. Following the 
upgrade, the vendor will be availa-
ble to resolve system issues that 
are reported.  

     Additionally, department staff 
met with the County Security Di-
rector and security system vendor 
to discuss the installation of the 
new Pro-Watch security system. 

Discussions were focused on the 
configuration of the security serv-
er and IT requirements for the 
project. The Pro-Watch system 

will provide a 
high quality 
platform 
which is se-

cure and more reliable 
than the previous sys-
tem. Regular software 

patches and system upgrades will 
be current to ensure the highest 
security standards are in place 
throughout the lifecycle of the 
system.   

     In addition to the aforemen-
tioned, the department continues 
to provide quality technology to 
county departments through per-
sistent research and analysis of 
modern technologies.  The depart-
ment works closely with individual 
department to strategically match 
newer technologies with depart-
mental needs. The newer technol-
ogies provide better efficiencies 
and help resolve complex prob-
lems through automation. In addi-
tion to current needs, future tech-

    I have just received notifi-
cation from CCAP that our 
Adams County TGIF news-
letter has won the award for 
the best electronic news-
letter in CCAP’s Newsletter of 
the Awards Competition. It is 
worth noting that only two 
counties won awards this 
year. 

     I would like to especially 
thank Loretta Weaver and 
Chip Guise from the IT De-
partment for taking my 
thoughts, information and 
ramblings - and putting a 
great visual touch to them. 
Many of you just see and 
read the Friday version - be-
fore the visuals are added. If 
you have not done so - take 
the time to look on the Ad-
ams County Home Page the 
following week to see the 
magic that IT performs with 
my bland version. It is im-
pressive! The award will be 
presented at the CCAP Sum-
mer Conference in Pitts-
burgh.  

Information 

CCAP Award 
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    I just attended the new court 
employees welcome this morning. 
When you see these folks around 
the building take the time to say 
hello and welcome them.   

     It looks like a beautiful (but hot) 
weekend with the incessant rain 
finally turned off for the moment. I 
am sure there will be a lot of lawn 
mowing this weekend for grass 
that is growing by the hour. The 
weeds are very happy as well and 

will allow the opportunity for us to 
exercise - whether it is wanted or 
not.  

    Take advantage of this nice 
weekend to get out there and ex-
perience all the historical, recrea-
tional, agricultural, natural and 
cultural opportunities that beauti-
ful Adams County has to offer.  

     On Wednesday evening all 
three commissioners had the hon-
or to help lead the Littlestown 
250TH Anniversary Parade. 
The parade was just part 
of a week-long celebra-
tion with a series of 
events and activi-
ties.  When I saw the 
size of the parade at the 
staging area, I wondered how 
there could be anyone left in Little-
stown to watch it. The parade was 
almost 40 minutes long and includ-

ed many community groups. One 
participant of note was former Ad-
ams County Commissioner Glenn 

Snyder with three generations 
of tractors and three gener-

ations of his family.  It was 
an absolutely beautiful 
evening for a wonderful 

community event. It made 
you proud to be from Adams 

County! 

250th Littlestown Celebrates 

With the General Election 
around the corner and Pri-
mary Election reporting hav-
ing ended, I would like to 
recognize and give a shout 
out to Voter Registration & 
Election Office staff mem-
bers Monica Dutko and An-
gie Crouse for their efforts in 
the Primary Election.   A Mu-
nicipal Election has a lot of 
moving parts including a 
large number of prospective 
candidates; write in votes, 
reports and reporting re-
quirements. It also generates 
a lot of questions and activi-
ty in the office. Monica and 
Angie do a stellar job keep-
ing the chaos under control 
with everything running 
smoothly and efficiently; 
while professionally answer-
ing a multitude of questions 
and requests. They even 
sometimes get questions 
from the Commissioners!  

 

In case you were not aware 
Payroll moved to the HR De-
partment in May. The Board 
would like to especially rec-
ognize Michelle Miller, 
Danette Laughman and Lisa 
Chilcoat for their role and 
their efforts in making your 
check happen every two 
weeks. This has been a Team 
Effort by the entire HR De-
partment. Thank You!  

Shout Out 
Election and HR Office 

M M 


