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As this Adams County Board of Commis-
sioners enters our fourth year in office, we 
convened our 3rd State of the County Com-
munity Forum, in the Historic Courtroom, 
on Tuesday evening January 20. During 
these State of the County presentations we 
review the past year and look ahead to the 
next. 

What a difference 3 years makes! Looking 
back to 2010, when we threw our hats in 
the ring for Adams County Commissioner, 
it was a tumultuous time in government 
across the nation.  Closer to home in 2010, 
various dynamics had caused an unusually 
high level of frustration with Adams Coun-
ty government. It has been quite a journey 
from the time we announced in December 
2010 until today - and one I must say I am 
quite proud.  

This was our 14th in a series of Commis-
sioner’s Community Forums since taking 
office, where we travel to all corners of 
Adams County addressing timely subjects 
and providing an opportunity for residents 
to be involved in county government. In 
addition to myself, Commissioners  Jim 
Martin & Marty Qually, Planning Director 
Sherri Clayton, Department of Emergency 
Services Director John Eline, County Man-
ager Albert Penksa and Human Resources 
Director Michele Miller also presented on 
a variety of important county topics.  

The entire 2015 Adams County State of the 
County Forum presentation can be viewed 
on Community Media Channel 12 Comcast 
cable or on the net at http://
communitymedia.net/county-
commissioners-1202015. 
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The Information Technology Department 
recently completed the installation and 
configuration of several of the virtual 
desktop software products. This marks 
the first series of tasks in the depart-
ment’s second phase of the County’s 
technology upgrade. Following the soft-
ware installation, the department imme-
diately began to implement the pilot 
program for the first series of virtual 
desktops. Based on the project plan, the 
virtual desktops were deployed to the 
Information Technology Department, 
Maintenance Department, Sheriff’s De-
partment, and Public Defender’s Office. 
The new architecture and software will 
be tested over the next couple of weeks 
to ensure it is functioning properly. Once 
the new platform is certified as fully func-
tional, the next departments to receive 
the technology will be the Tax Depart-
ment, followed by the Clerk of Courts.  A 
general deployment schedule will then be 
published for all of the remaining depart-
ments. 

The department also finalized the deploy-
ment of the new web and email filters. 
The upgraded filters will provide ad-
vanced security features to reduce the 
chances of virus’ or malware from pene-
trating the system. The new system will 
reduce misuse of the web and network 
bandwidth due to high risk web sites. 
Department personnel have expended 
many hours in the past addressing net-
work issues and rebuilding workstation 
from malicious web sites and emails. The 
new products provide the department 
with active dashboard reporting that 
identify various high risk categories and 
attempts to access the sites on a per user 
basis. 

The Information Technology Department 
also went live with the new McSherrys-
town Borough website on Wednesday, 
January 21st. The new site contains per-
tinent information for meetings, an-
nouncements, and ordinances. The 
McSherrystown Borough website also 
contains a page for the McSherrystown 
Borough Police Department.  The 
McSherrystown Borough Police Depart-
ment is very active in the community 
and believes that the new website will 
be a great resource for them to use to 
communicate with their residents. 

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 

UPDATE Yesterday and today I am at the 
CCAP winter Board of Directors 
meeting in Pittsburgh representing 
Region III which is Adams and nine 
other counties. Some of the topics of 
discussion are also CCAP goals for 
this year. Several of the items are as 
follows: Reinforce and improve the 
external capacity to achieve positive 
legislative and regulatory results. 
Expand market penetration of the 
County Health Alliance program as a 
health care alternative for coun-
ties.  Develop and implement a com-

prehensive set of external programs 
and support for county IT functions. 
Develop and implement training op-
portunities for veteran and new 
CCAP members and develop means 
to improve public understanding of 
county government. More specifical-
ly the #1 priority will be 911 Fee Leg-
islation and addressing the concerns 
regarding the federal Biggert-Waters 
Flood Insurance Reform Act of 2012 
that could unfairly raise the flood 
insurance premiums of many Penn-
sylvanian’s. 
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Thank you to everyone for your pa-
tience while the courthouse radio 
tower was installed last week. For 
some of us it seemed strange using 
the front door. That is quite some 
tower isn’t it? The courthouse tower 
is just one of five brand new towers 
and three replacements; not to 
mention the co-locate towers. The 
new digital system is scheduled to 
gradually go live, on a parallel track 
with the old system, after a two 
week testing of more than 2,000 
“grids” across the county this sum-
mer or early fall. It will continue to 
run parallel with the old system for 
awhile to insure that any bugs are 
worked out as safety and consisten-
cy is paramount. 

Courthouse  

Winter has finally taken over 
in Adams County providing a 
menu of different activities. 
How about a day at Ski Lib-
erty, a walk through the 
snow covered National Cem-
etery, attending an event at 
the Majestic or community 
theater, going to a fire hall 
dinner or supporting your 
local basketball or wrestling 
team?  I know on either Feb-
ruary 5, 6, & 7, per family 
tradition since I was a child; I 
am heading to the Cashtown 
Community Fair for their 
oysters. The roast beef and 
oysters at the Heidlersburg 
Fire Company, once every 
month in the winter, are al-
so a local favorite to consid-
er. If that isn’t enough op-
tions, don’t forget the Bu-
chanan Valley Fire Company 
Seafood Feast the first Sat-
urday of every month.    

No matter what you do, get 
out there and experience all 
the historic, recreational, 
agricultural, natural, cultural 
and (dining) opportunities 
that beautiful Adams County 
has to offer! 

Radio Tower 

Beside the State of the County Forum 
– the Commissioners continue to be 
out and about around the coun-
ty….and for myself around the state 
with the CCAP Board of Directors. All 
three commissioners attended the 
Penn State Ag Issues Breakfast, while 
I attended the Penn State Mount Alto 
Advisory Board meeting,  
Commissioner Martin and  
I participated in the  
SGT MAC Wreath  
cleanup and the  
Community Media  
Open House.  
Commissioner  
Martin also  
attended the  
Martin Luther King  
Memorial Program  
and a luncheon  
meeting at the  
Adams County  

Rescue Mission. All three Commis-
sioners continue to attend Adams 
County Council of Government 
meetings on a regular basis; as well 
as their regular Board assignments. 
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