
     My best wishes for good luck to every-
one today - Friday 13th. Just so you know, I 
personally do not buy the fact that it is an 
unlucky day.  It was certainly a lucky day 
for me…… as I arrived in this world on Fri-
day the 13th……..many years ago!   
     It was also the year that Mickey Mantle 
hit his first homerun, the 1st passenger jet 
flight occurred, the Chinese captured Seoul 
during the Korean War and Sugar Ray Rob-
inson defeated Jake LaMotta for the mid-
dleweight title. Color TV was in its infancy 
and the first baseball game was televised 
that year in color; but few saw color TV for 
at least another decade - because in to-

day’s dollars the cost for a color TV that 
year would have been $6000-10,000. Cokes 
in glass bottles were a nickel out of the ma-
chine - and you got money for returning 
the bottles. That year was also the first 
year on the air for TV shows I Love Lucy, 
Dragnet, Roy Rodgers and Sky King. Law-
rence Welk and Howdy Doody were also 
big hits.  
     Isn’t it amazing that these shows are still 
being shown on Classic TV?  Hopefully, this 
entices you to look up some facts from the 
year you were born….even if it wasn’t on 
Friday the 13th! 
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    The Information Technology de-
partment completed scheduled sys-
tem maintenance on the DocSTAR 
server on Saturday, January 31st. The 
maintenance included a conversion 
of the system from a legacy disk for-
mat to a modern disk format. The 
conversion to the modern format will 
allow the application to better per-
form and provide the ability for more 
disk space to be added to the virtual 
server when needed. The system will 
continue to be monitored and im-
proved in accordance with the de-
partment’s commitment to ongoing 
technological advancements.  

    Additionally, the department is in 
the process of upgrading the District 
Attorney’s Prosecution Management 
System. The upgrade includes the 
latest updates to the application 
along with an upgrade of the servers 
operating system. The upgrades to 
the application will provide staff addi-
tional features within the system and 
include several reports not found 
within the previous version. The up-
grade to the operating system will 
deliver enhanced security, better per-
formance, and more reliability for the 
users of the application. 

    The department is working with 
the Courts to provide a network infra-
structure upgrade for the four district 
magistrate offices. The four offices 
will utilize a dedicated fiber optic da-
ta line to connect directly to the 
county’s internal network. The mod-
ern dedicated metro Ethernet link will 
replace a manual connection method 
used by these locations to access the 
county’s internal network. The effort 
will provide the district magistrate 
offices easier access into the county 
network along with better integration 
between scanning equipment and 
internal applications. The fiber lines 
will ultimately provide an overall en-
hanced experience, doubling the 
speed of the previous method used. 

     It’s time for the 
Adams County 
Conservation Dis-
trict Annual Tree 
Seedling 
Sale.  Don’t miss 

out on savings and helping to conserve 
our County and your back yard.  Proceeds 
from the sale help the Adams County Con-
servation District pay for youth environ-
mental education and outreach activities.   

     The brochure and order forms for your 
trees are located on the Adams County 
website www.adamscounty.us under An-
nouncements, titled “Adams County Con-
servation Districts, 2015 Tree Seedling 
Sale”.  Also, be sure and check out the 
blue bird boxes, bat houses, and rain bar-
rels.  For more information contact the 
Conservation District at 717-334-0636. 
 

     Agriculture is an extremely important 
industry in Adams County.  Last week all 
three commissioners had the opportunity 
to meet the new Dean of the Penn State 
College of Agricultural Sciences. We were 
the guests of the Penn State Agriculture 
Alumni Association and the Ag Council at a 
reception and open forum to visit with Dr. 
Rick Roush. Dean Roush shared his 
thoughts on current and future activities 
of the College and welcomed questions, 
ideas, and suggestions in the open discus-
sion session.   
     Questions and comments ranged from 
Chesapeake Bay water initia-
tives,  attracting appropriately trained 

students for the many agriculture related 
opportunities and industries that exist or 
will be growing in the future, to the in-
creasing use of robotics in agriculture and 
the need for more public education re-
garding CAFO’s (Concentrated Animal 
Feeding Operation).   
 
At the reception we also had the oppor-
tunity to visit with our own PA. Secretary 
of Agriculture. Russell Redding. Russell 
reported that the administration is still in 
re-organization mode- although we know 
that the second time around as Secretary 
for Russell is an advantage.  Our best to 
Russell for unparalleled success! 

On Wednesday, I traveled to Harrisburg to 
attend the annual CCAP Priority Legislative 
Issues Press Conference in the Capitol Ro-
tunda, with other CCAP Board of Directors 
from around the state.  The #1 priority for 
CCAP this year is Enhanced 911 Funding 
for  electronic devices that can call 911. The 
proposal increases the fee per device and 
also increases the amount of devices. Most 
counties are currently using significant 
chunks of general fund monies to fund their 
911 systems. Some of the other priority is-
sues include maintaining the local gas explo-
ration Impact Fee to the affected areas, Hu-

man Services Funding and Reform, Funding 
of the Courts, Inmate Mental Health & Drug 
Abuse Issues and Transportation & Bridge 
Infrastructure and Maintenance. 
 
For a link to the press conference photo and 
article on Wednesday click the following 
link. I am the guy on the rotunda steps look-
ing down at my shoes on the top right. 
http://www.pennlive.com/politics/
index.ssf/2015/02/county_leaders.html 

CCAP 2015 Priority Legislative Issues Press Conference 

Penn State 
Agricultural Department Reception 

Tree Seedling Sale 

Conservation District 

http://www.adamscounty.us
http://www.pennlive.com/politics/index.ssf/2015/02/county_leaders.html
http://www.pennlive.com/politics/index.ssf/2015/02/county_leaders.html
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     This weekend unless you are an avid 
skier I would suggest you find something 
to do indoors in front of a fireplace. I saw 
two wonderful movies in the past week, 
American Sniper at Gateway and The Imi-
tation Game at the Majestic. Both movies 
are factual history with the plot of Ameri-
can Sniper being well publicized and The 
Imitation Game relating to the decipher-
ing of the German Enigma Machine codes 
during WWII.  My oldest son Shaun is a 
huge NC basketball fan and tomorrow we 
are heading out to Pittsburgh for the Pitt-
NC noon time game.  We both are under 

the gun to make it back for Valentine’s 
evening and hopefully we are not driving 
back in snow. Also, don’t forget about the 
local production of Fiddler On The Roof at 
the community theater on York Street 
from February 20-22. Tickets are only $12 
and your support is appreciated. 

     Whatever you do this weekend - get 
out there and experience all the historic, 
recreational, agricultural, natural and 
cultural opportunities that beautiful Ad-
ams County has to offer.   

The 

Over the last several months 

the Finance Review Team has 

provided numerous sugges-

tions on how to reduce costs 

and improve efficiency when 

printing.  Below are the final 

recommendations on this top-

ic.   

 All employees should have 

access to the shared drive 

in their respective office. 

 Consider keeping your 

office procedures electron-

ically in the shared drive 

instead of paper cop-

ies.  Any examples that you 

wish to be included in the 

procedures can be scanned 

and added to your elec-

tronic copy.   

 Electronic forms should be 

kept in the shared folder 

for all employees. 

On behalf of the Board of Com-

missioners, we want to take 

this opportunity to thank the 

Financial Review Team for 

their work and commitment to 

making Adams County Govern-

ment even more productive 

and efficient. Clerk of Courts 

Kelly Lawver deserves special 

recognition for her efforts!  

Financial 

REVIEW 
Team 

     With the purchase of the Larson’s 
property by the CWT, there has been 
extensive community interest and con-
cern regarding the tax ramifications to all 
the taxing entities.  It was reported that 
Gettysburg Borough received correspond-
ence from the CWT 
stating that the Bor-
ough would be receiv-
ing reimburse-
ment.  That led to the 
Board of Commission-
ers being asked nu-
merous times what 
the reimbursement 
status was to the 
County; and if we had 
received any such 
correspondence. The answer to corre-
spondence was NO. I informally contact-
ed the CWT and consequently received 
formal correspondence from President O. 
James Lighthizer on Monday.   

     Mr. Lighthizer stated “Going forward, 
it is the intent of the Civil War Trust to 

continue to pay the property taxes, in-
cluding those owed to Adams County, on 
Lee’s Headquarters property for the dura-
tion of ownership. We plan to place a 
conservation easement on the property 
in the near future, preserving the tract in 

perpetuity.” 

     I also inquired in re-
gard to the Gettysburg 
Area School District and 
was told that all three 
taxing entities would be 
treated in the same man-
ner. The GASD is the larg-
est taxing body and cur-
rently takes in approxi-
mately $34,000 from the 

property.  Despite remaining concerns 
such as jobs, pillow tax and future prop-
erty transfer to the NPS, we appreciate 
the CWT recognizing the impact to the 
community and voluntarily taking this 
action at this time.  

CIVIL WAR TRUST 
Correspondence 
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