
     The total dollar value taken in at the 
Adams County Human Services Building 
contents auction last Thursday was 
$15,090. Maybe the more important 
number is an unknown number of how 
much time, effort and cost we would 
have incurred if most of the stuff had 
not been disposed of.  The clearing out 
of the contents takes us one step closer 
to the beginning of renovations.  The 
buyers had Friday and Saturday morn-
ing to clear out their purchases – and as 
I walked through the building on Satur-
day morning there is little doubt 
that getting rid of all 
that stuff 
has be-
gun the 
trans-

formation. 

     I especially want to thank our 
Maintenance staff and Purchasing staff 
Phil Swope and Sara Brensinger for 
their efforts in identifying, hauling, in-
ventorying and organizing the items for 
auction. They did a very nice job and it 
was no small task. There will probably 
be another auction next year as we 
move Children & Youth out of the Le-
gion Building. 

Contents Auction 
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     Recently the Finance depart-
ment gave a 2016 Budget Status 
presentation to the Board of 
Commissioners and the County 
Manager.  At this point in the 
year the county is on target with 
collecting revenues and that 
trend should continue 
for the rest of the 
year. On the expense 
side, the overall cur-
rent status is that we 
are under budget and 
will continue to be un-
der budget; and, if 

these trends continue we are ex-
pecting to have a surplus at the 
end of the year again.  

     It was also noted that most, if 
not all, departments are holding 

the line on spending while con-
tinuing to give their best ser-

vice to the county citi-
zens and other depart-
ments. It takes every-
one working together 
to be able to create a 
positive financial fore-

cast and based on past 
history these optimistic 

projections can become a reality 
by the end of the year.  

     As we are looking at bond fi-
nancing for the Human Services 
Building, we are talking to our 
financial consultants who are giv-
ing us very positive feedback as 
to our financial position and fi-
nancial rating.  That makes low 
interest rates even lower.  A 
shout out to all county staff and 
departments for attaining this 
strong financial status.  

     The Information Technology 
Department recently completed 
a major upgrade to the County 
core server infrastructure on Sat-
urday, July 30th. The upgrade in-
cluded the migration of a 2008 
server domain controller to a ful-
ly supported 2012 domain con-
troller server. This upgrade marks 
a significant accomplishment for 
the department after preparing 
for the transition over a two 
month period. Though this por-
tion of the environment is not 
typically noticed by users of the 
County system, the IT depart-
ment keeps a very close eye on 
this portion of the network. With 
the upgrade now completed, the 
department will be able to use 
this modernized core for various 
upgrades in the future. The de-
partment is now planning for the 

upgrade of the County email sys-
tem from a 2010 platform all the 
way up to the most recent 2016 
server release sometime in early 
2017.  

     In addition, the department is 
also continuing the upgrade of 
the current DocSTAR system to 
the new Eclipse platform. Cur-
rently, the department is working 
closely with the system vendor to 
ensure that the project is moving 
forward as planned. There is a 
significant amount of prep work 
before the system will be ready 
for departments to be trained on 
the new Eclipse platform. The IT 
department will continue to pro-
vide updates and will send out 
advance notice prior to schedul-
ing trainings. With a strong com-
mitment from County depart-
ments towards learning the new 

software, the upgrade to the new 
Eclipse platform will be success-
ful. 

Furthermore, the IT department 
recently began reaching out to 
various County departments to 
prepare for technology needs for 
the coming year. With the IT De-
partments commitment to mod-
ernizing and staying current with 
all aspects of technology, this is 
an important time to assess cur-
rent and future needs within all 
County Departments. Feel free to 
reach out to the IT Department 
to discuss newer technology ide-
as along with staying up-to-date 
on current and future technology 
plans. The 3 year Information 
Technology strategic plan can be 
found on the intranet under the 
Information Technology page. 

Information Technology UPDATE 

It’s 2016 Budget Time 
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Adams County West Nile Virus 
Technician Matt Stough gave us 
a recent update. Mosquito con-
trol will be conducted in Butler 
Township and Biglerville Boro, to 
reduce high populations of mos-
quitoes that previously tested 
positive for West Nile Virus.  

     The Adams County Conserva-
tion District's West Nile Virus 
(WNV) Program will be con-
ducting an ultra-low volume 
(ULV) mosquito control opera-
tion in Biglerville Boro and Butler 
Twp, Adams County.  The control 
operation is/was scheduled to be 
conducted on Wednesday, Au-
gust 3rd, 2016.  They will be using 
a truck mounted sprayer. The 
control work will begin around 
sunset. The areas to be treated 
are in the area of Biglerville bor-

ough east of Rt. 34 and south of 
Rt. 234, and portions of Butler 
Twp to the southeast of 
Biglerville borough.  

     The District will be using Per-
manone RTU a rate of 0.75oz./
acre.  This product is designed to 
provide quick knockdown and 
effective control of adult mos-

quitoes. Weather conditions and 
other unexpected events could 
delay or cancel these control op-
erations, if this happens these 
treatments will be rescheduled.  

     For more information about 
reducing mosquitoes in Adams 
County call the Adams County 
Conservation District at (717) 
334-0636. For information about 
West Nile Virus, contact the De-
partment of Health at 1-877-PA-
HEALTH, or visit the PA State 
West Nile website at 
www.westnile.state.pa.us.  Ad-
ams County Conservation District 
West Nile Virus Technician Matt 
Stough can be contacted at 717-
334-0636. 

     

Whether you know it or not 
some areas of Adams County 
have a big Black Fly problem. If 
you have this problem - I guaran-
tee you will know it. The largest 
numbers of complaints to us 
come from the eastern part of 
the county in the New Chester 
and Conewago Creek areas. 
These areas are now being peri-
odically treated along with prob-
lem areas in neighboring York 
County. According to Matt 

Stough a hand application for 
Black Fly suppression will be con-

ducted on Yellow Breeches 
Creek Friday, August 5 in York 
and Cumberland Counties.  The 
applications will be conducted by 
DEP biologists using a back pack 
sprayer in stream and from 
bridges. 

     The treatment product being 
dispersed is Vectobac 12SC, 
which is a Bti product manufac-
tured by Valent Biosciences.  Bti 
is short for Bacillus thuringiensis 
var. israelensis, which is a bacte-
rial larvicide, not a chemical, and 

is the only product used in Penn-
sylvania's waterways for black fly 
suppression.  Vectobac 12SC is 
thick brown liquid resembling 
chocolate milk. If you have any 
questions regarding this opera-
tion or the program in general, 
please contact DEP Water Pro-
gram Specialist Doug Orr at 717-
346-8244 or email 
doorr@pa.gov. 

Black Fly Update 

Adams County West Nile Virus Update 
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     The 
South 

Mountain 
Fair is now in 

full swing from August 2-6.  For 
some reason the fair used to run 
concurrently with the beginning 
of school – back when school 
started after Labor Day and your 
thoughts began to turn toward 
football and fall.  When I was in 

elementary school each stu-
dent got a free ticket at 

school so you could badger 
your parents to take you to 
the fair and sit on those big 

trac-

tors.  This time of the summer 
my thoughts are on going to the 
beach and how hot and humid it 
is – and going to the fair in early 
August seems out of Adams 
County’s natural rhythm.  Oh 
well – just ask my family how 
much I like change? Hope to see 
you at the fair supporting 4H and 
Adams County agriculture! 

     For the past several weeks I 
have been a consistent purchas-
er of fresh local yellow peaches, 
donut peaches, bi-color sweet 
corn, blueberries and black rasp-
berries. I am good for at least 
one peach a day – and in fact I 
had three for lunch yester-
day.  With our cherry season 
over, I have to turn to Bing sweet 
cherries that come from Michi-
gan and this week I baked a 
sweet cherry cake that goes just 
great with milk or vanilla ice 
cream. I shop a variety of local 
farm markets in the county as I 
pass by - plus the one on Lincoln 
Square on Thursdays and Satur-
days to fill my produce basket.  

     On Saturday I attended the 

comedy 
Some-
thing Happened 
On The Way To 
The Forum at The Totem Pole 
Playhouse in beautiful Caledonia 
State Park.  Are you looking for a 
night out with the kids?  Remem-
ber at Totem Pole that $10 tick-
ets are always available to stu-
dents 16-22 a half hour before 
each show. I am headed to the 
county commissioner’s confer-
ence for the next few days - 
where I will proudly cheer on our 
IT Department Tuesday evening 
as they receive the CCAP Excel-
lence In Web Site Design Award. 

     No matter what you do, get 
out there and experience all the 
historical, recreational, agricul-
tural, natural and cultural oppor-
tunities that beautiful Adams 
County has to offer! 

The End 
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