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     The County of Adams received the 
United Way Pride Award for increasing 
our giving 111% over 2015’s pledg-
es!  Thank you to all who give through 
payroll deduction, one time giv-
ing, and/or support the 
fundraisers held through-
out the year.  By doing so, 
you “touch” many in this 
wonderful community we 
are fortunate to be a part 
of.   

     Our own HR Director 
Michele Miller was sur-
prised upon receiving 
the Campaign Champi-
on Award for her leader-
ship, energy and creativity in the Coun-
ty 2015-2016 United Way cam-
paign.  The award was presented to 
Michele by Penny Martin, WellSpan 
Health, who received the award last 
year.  All three commissioners and sev-

eral of Michelle’s colleagues were pre-
sent for her award.  Congratulations 
Michele – job well done!  

     Be on the lookout for United Way 
fundraisers as we work towards 
meeting our goal of $10,000 in 
2017- that would be a 30% plus in-
crease over 2016. A LuLaRoe Pop 
Up party is scheduled for May 11 
through 17 in the HR Meeting 
Room!  See anyone in HR for more 
details!  UNITED we can do it! 

Written by: Commissioner Randy Phiel 
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http://www.adamscounty.us/Dept/Commissioners/Documents/TGIF_Newsletters/Newsletter_Apr_15
http://www.adamscounty.us/Dept/Commissioners/Documents/TGIF_Newsletters/Newsletter_Apr_1_16.pdf
http://www.adamscounty.us/Dept/Commissioners/Documents/TGIF_Newsletters/Newsletter_March_18_16.pdf
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UPDATE Veterans Affairs 

 

 

 

 

     On my Election Day rounds to 
twenty voting precincts, I had the 
pleasure of bumping into a con-
tingent of Littlestown High 
School seniors at the Union and 
Germany Township polling sites. 
Three groups of seniors went to 
their respective polls to view the 
voting process first-hand and to 
allow some of the 18-year olds to 
vote for the first time.  

     Our hats are off 
to the teachers and 
students at Little-
stown High School 
for reinforcing our 
most fundamental 
right of American citizenship – 
the right to vote. To view a pic-
ture of the seniors at Germany & 
Union polls, go to the Adams 
County Home Page, click Primary 
Election 2016 on the Home Page, 
and then click on the icon at the 

bottom of next page. When our 
IT Department adds color images 
to TGIF on our Home Page next 
week, I am sure the students pic-
tures will be featured. 

voters 

Littlestown Seniors 

     On Wednesday a panel of ex-
perts from the Lebanon Veterans 
Administration Medical Center put 
on a Veteran Services Training pro-
gram at the 911 Center at the re-
quest of The Adams County Crimi-
nal Justice Advisory Board and the 
Department of Probation Services. 
It was well attended by approxi-
mately 50 staff from many of 
these departments. It included 
segments on many aspects of Vet-
erans Affairs to include Military 
Culture and norms, Healthcare, 
Pension and Compensation bene-
fits, Eligibility for various benefits, 
Crisis/Suicide Intervention, Home-
less Services, Veterans Justice Out-
reach and Veterans Treatment 
Courts, Post-Traumatic Stress Ill-
ness and other subjects.  
     The purpose of the training was 

to give different County depart-
ments an overview of what bene-
fits and services are available to 
Veterans and their families when 
they encounter these situations. If 
you have any questions on any 
Veterans issues for any of your 
clients, relatives, friends or your-
self please contact our own Veter-
ans Affairs Director, Stan Clark (ext 
320) and he will be happy to assist 
you in any way possible. 
     This Past Sunday, Gettysburg 
hosted the 10th Annual World 
Team Sports – Face of America 
Wounded Warrior Bicycle Ride. 
This year’s ride was a little differ-
ent in that it was comprised of two 
segments. The first group of ap-
proximately 550 riders left Arling-
ton, VA on Saturday morning and 
traveled to Frederick, MD where 

they stayed overnight and contin-
ued to Gettysburg on Sunday 
morning. The second group of ap-
proximately 100 rides left Philadel-
phia on Saturday morning and 
traveled to Lancaster where they 
stayed overnight before heading 
to Gettysburg on Sunday morning. 
Included in the ride were approxi-
mately 150 Wounded Warriors 
who made the 110 mile trip. Both 
groups converged on Gettysburg 
at approximately 1:00 PM Sunday 
afternoon and traveled to the ALL-
STAR SPORTS COMPLEX on Em-
mitsburg to the finish line. The 
Gettysburg Fire Department Lad-
der truck with a large American 
Flag and two 155MM Howitzers 
from India Battery, U. S. Marine 
Corps Reserves in Allentown pro-
vided the finish line.  
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      Mike 
Basedow recently joined 
Penn State Extension in 
Adams County as the 
Ag Innovations Ex-
tension Assis-
tant.  He will focus 
on supporting the 
Penn State Exten-
sion Young Grower 
Alliance and Start 
Farming programs and 
will coordinate applied 
research projects on specialty 
crop innovations.  Mike will be 
planning and marketing educa-
tional tours and workshops for 
the Young Grower Alliance.  He 
also will coordinate model plots 
for a Beginning Farmer and 
Rancher project titled 
“Supporting Pennsylvania Next 
Generation Farmers in the Start-
up, Re-strategizing and Establish-

ing Years.” 

      Mike graduated with a BS 
in Plant Science concen-

trating on Orchard Man-
agement from Cornell 
and Master’s degree in 
horticulture from Penn 
State last May, where he 
worked on an apple sci-

on/rootstock incompati-
bility project.  Prior to 

coming to Penn State, Mike 
earned his BS in Plant Science 

at Cornell, concentrating his 
studies on orchard manage-
ment.  He worked on an apple 
IPM project with Cornell Exten-
sion in the Hudson Valley and 
assisted in a plant pollination 
project in a plant ecology lab on 
campus. He is very interested in 
growing apples for hard cider 
production, and will conduct ap-
plied research to develop or-

chard management practices 
specifically for the Pennsylvania 
cider industry. Outside of horti-
culture, Mike is an avid American 
history enthusiast. He plans to 
spend much of his free time at 
the Gettysburg battlefield and 
other historic sites throughout 
the region.   

     For more information on the 
Penn State Extension Tree Fruit 
Team’s goals and impacts, please 
take a few minutes to watch a 
new video titled “The Penn State 
Extension Tree Fruit Team – 
Putting Knowledge to Work in 
Commonwealth Orchards” Penn 
State Extension in Adams County 
is located at 670 Old Harrisburg 
Road, Suite 204, Gettysburg, 
phone 334-6271 or (888) 427-
0261, email AdamsExt@psu.edu.  

Penn State Extension NEWS 

Do you have old tires lying around look-
ing trashy and being a breeding ground 
for mosquitoes? The Adams County 
Office of Planning & Development, the 
Adams County Conservation District and 
the Adams County Department of Pro-
bation Services are teaming up to offer 
another Tire Collection Event. The Event 
will be held at the Agricultural and Nat-
ural Resources Center, 670 Old Harris-
burg Road, Gettysburg, on Saturday, 
May 14th from 8:00 a.m. until 1:00 
p.m.  This year’s Event will require a 
charge of $1.00 per tire (non-
refundable), which must be pre-paid 
before registration will be final. 

Participants must be residents of Adams 
County (no commercial businesses) and 
everyone must pre-register and pre-pay 

on or before May 6th.  Participants in 
the program will be allowed to dispose 
of 20 car or standard-size truck tires per 
household. Tires exceeding 48 inches in 
diameter, or 14 inches in width, will not 
be accepted.  All tires must be off the 
rim and free of mud/debris.  Tires may 
not be dropped off in advance.  Extra 
tires brought in that have not been pre-
registered, may not be accepted. 

For more information, call 
717-337-9827 between the 
hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 
p.m., Monday through Friday, 
or email csander-
son@adamscounty.us.  For 
registration: come to the 
Adams County Planning 
Office, located at 670 Old 

Harrisburg Road, Suite 100, Gettys-
burg.  Payment can be made by cash, 
check or money order (checks & money 
orders should be payable to Adams 
County Conservation District, or ACCD); 
credit cards will not be accepted. 

Adams County residents wishing to reg-
ister are encouraged to do so as soon as 
possible, as there is a limit to the total 

amount of tires that can be ac-
cepted into the program. 
When registering, participants 

must provide information 
regarding the size of the indi-
vidual tires in order to plan 

for the appropriate number of 
transport trailers; your cooper-
ation is appreciated.  

Tire Collection Event 

http://extension.psu.edu/plants/tree-fruit/resources/team-video
http://extension.psu.edu/plants/tree-fruit/resources/team-video
http://extension.psu.edu/plants/tree-fruit/resources/team-video
http://extension.psu.edu/plants/tree-fruit/resources/team-video
mailto:AdamsExt@psu.edu
mailto:csanderson@adamscounty.us
mailto:csanderson@adamscounty.us
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Well Primary Election Day is 
behind us. Voter turnout in Adams 
County was 41.5%. We are ex-
pecting an even larger turnout in 
the November General Election. 
Thank you from all three commis-
sioners for the enticing offers of de-
licious food, cookies and candy as 
we make our rounds around the 

Adams County polls on Election Day. 
It was a “fulfilling experience.” As an 
Election Day tradition, topping that 
list, at the courthouse Elections 
Office is homemade chicken salad 
and chocolate brownies stuffed with 
peanut butter cups - by our own 
Angie Crouse. Simply Delicious! 

     As mentioned above, the Apple 
Blossom Festival and 6K Run is com-
ing next weekend. Apple Blossom is 
a wonderful Adams County spring 

tradition and outdoor activity for 
the family.  Also, it’s that time of 
year when the Farmers Markets 
around the county will be increasing 
their local bounty every week begin-
ning with the Apple Blossom Festi-
val. No matter what you do - get out 
there and experience all the histori-
cal, recreational, agricultural, natu-
ral and cultural activities that beau-
tiful Adams County has to offer! 

END 

     Adams County’s own PA Secre-
tary of Agriculture, Russell Redding, 
will Kick-Off Agri-Tourism Season at 
61st Annual Apple Blossom Festi-
val.  Celebrate the beginning of the 
growing season in Adams County 
and the Commonwealth by attend-
ing the 61st annual Apple Blossom 
Festival at the South Mountain Fair-
grounds in Biglerville on Saturday, 
May 7 and Sunday, May 8 from 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. each day.   
     The festival, organized by the Ad-
ams Country Fruit Growers Associa-
tion, encourages families to enjoy 
the beautiful vistas of orchards in 
bloom and provides an opportunity 
for the public to learn about grow-
ing fruit while taking guided tours 
of the multi-generational family 
farm operations. In addition to a 
full slate of activities, visitors can 
also enjoy handmade wares from 
more than 130 craft vendors as well 
as antique cars, corvette shows and 
much more. PA Secretary of Agricul-
ture Russell Redding, Norris Flowers, 
Destination Gettysburg, and the Ad-
ams County Commissioners will kick
-off the Blossom Festival weekend, 
launching a new growing season full 
of agri-tourism opportunities. The 
opening ceremony takes place on 

Saturday at 10 a.m. 
at the Apple Seed 
Stage. 
     The festival will feature Locally 
Grown Food, Wine and Hard Ci-
der.  New this year, growers will be 
selling popular value-added and 
farm fresh products and provide 
samples in a Farmer’s Market style 

vending area. 
     The Apple Blossom festival in-
cludes an array of fun activities for 
kids including a petting zoo, bounce 
house, kiddie tractor pulls and pup-
pet shows by Puppen Meister. 
Crunch Quest Healthy Kid’s Chal-
lenge is an educational scavenger 
hunt just for kids. Children will col-
lect etchings at eight hidden posts 
throughout the fairgrounds while 

learning about the benefits of eating 
fresh fruits and exercising regularly. 
Children will receive a prize for par-
ticipating and those who collect all 
eight etchings will be eligible for 
grand prizes awarded by Healthy 
Adams County. There will be a full 
entertainment schedule including 
music, dance, magic and 
more.  Each year a junior or senior 
from an Adams County high school 
competes for the title of Pennsylva-
nia Apple Queen. A new Apple 
Queen and two Apple Princesses 
will be crowned during the Corona-
tion Ceremony on Sunday at 2:30 
p.m. 
     After a successful debut in 2015, 
the 6K orchard fun run is back! The 
run traverses around the fair-
grounds and continues through the 
scenic fruit belt of Adams County. 

To sign up, please visit Active.com. 
The festival will be held, rain or 
shine, from 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. Satur-
day, May 7 and Sunday, May 8 at 
the South Mountain Fairgrounds at 
615 Narrows Road in Biglerville. The 
cost of admission is $5 for adults; 
free for children under the age of 
12. Plenty of free parking is availa-
ble. For more information, visit ap-
pleblossomfestival.info. 

 & 6K Run Apple Blossom Festival 

https://www.active.com/biglerville-pa/running/distance-running-races/apple-blossom-festival-6k-run-walk-2016?int
http://www.appleblossomfestival.info/
http://www.appleblossomfestival.info/

