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You may notice 
that I am lead-
ing this week with two very 
positive stories beginning 
with the Cindy Keeney Award. With 
all the negative news we see every 
day, wasn’t it great to see the article 
recognizing the commendable efforts 
of the three Littlestown High School 
sophomores working to make sure all 
students had prom dresses and acces-
sories at no cost. Many of us who had 
have prom age children know what 
the associated expenses can 
be.  There is no doubt this is a very 
big deal in the life of many high 
school students - but unfortunately it 
is out of their personal or family 
budget.   

I know that many of us who have 
daughters, can look in our closets and 
see several prom dresses that will 

never be used 
again, hanging 

there just waiting to re-
purposed. My understanding is that 
they also accept accessories like hand 
bags, shoes and jewelry.  The items 
are not just being limited to Little-
stown High School students; but stu-
dents throughout the community. 
These young ladies certainly deserve 
recognition and support from their 
community for their community 
effort.  Well we looked in our closets 
at the Phiel household, and as a re-
sult, yesterday several prom dresses 
were enroute to Littlestown. To con-
tact Savannah, Madi or Aley to do-
nate prom items, you may contact 
them at amhappily@mail.com 

 

The Celebrity Chef event sponsored 
by the Gettysburg Adams Chamber 
kicks off on Sunday from 2-5 at the 
Aspire Hotel. Beside the celebrity 
chef competition, the event features 
great music as well as tasting from 
many Adams County food and bever-
age businesses.  

By random drawing yours truly is 
teamed with The Links Executive Chef 
Paul Karsteter competing against Alex 
Hayes, Nina Redding and Vickie Cor-
bett with their chefs. With specific 

assigned ingredients (some pretty 
weird), and only ten minutes to pre-
pare and present the appetizer and 
dessert, and 15 minutes for the en-
trée, it takes some practice, creativity 
and coordination to get the job done 
in that short time frame. I will proudly 
represent the County of Adams and 
am sure we will all have a lot of fun 
for a great cause. The best news is 
The Chamber is happy to report the 
250 person event is sold out – so I 
guess if you want a ticket you have to 
find a scalper! 

Chamber Celebrity Chef 

 Last week PA Secretary of 
State Pedro Cortes paid a 
visit to the Adams County 
Voter Registration & Elec-
tions Office. The event was 
also attended by the three 
Adams County Commission-
ers and Solicitor John Hart-
zell - who is a former law 
school classmate of the Sec-
retary. Cortes visited the 
office to discuss election 
process issues and to com-
pliment the superior work 
of both Monica Dutko and 
Angie Crouse. One main 
topic discussed was the ag-
ing demographic of election 
poll workers and the in-
creasing difficulty of finding 
poll workers. For the Secre-
tary to specifically and sin-
cerely recognize Monica and 
Angie for their superior op-
eration and service is a com-
pliment to them and Adams 
County! 

PA Secretary  

of State  

Visits Adams County  

Prom Gown Project 

mailto:amhappily@mail.com


Adams County PA’s NEWSLETTER April 1st, 2016  3 

 

STATE BUDGET 
Well the good news is that we have a state budget  more 
or less. The bad news is the governor did not choose to 
sign it, as it became law last Monday without his signa-
ture. The worse news is that the next budget is up for 
adoption by June 30 and at the moment it looks like a 
repeat of last year. Again - school districts, human ser-
vices delivery and agriculture will be threatened if there 
is no resolution by our governor and legislature. 
Governor Wolf said he planned to veto the fiscal code 
portion, which is essentially the “operating manual” for 
the budget. On March 25, he followed through with his 
promise and vetoed House Bill 1327, which explains how 
the budgeted money will be spent. A key element in the 
fiscal code is the formula used to drive out basic educa-
tion funding.    The topic is now front and center in the 
continuing budget debate.  
The other piece of good news is that money is flowing 
again to Penn State Extension. With Adams County’s sig-
nificant agriculture industry, there was wide-spread con-
cern regarding agriculture services and research grinding 
to a halt, and then having the substantial task of having 

to re-boot. The Board was very aware of the situation 
and the ramifications of such an event, and was pre-
pared to meet with commissioner from Franklin & York 

counties to examine options and priorities. Thank you to 
all the individuals and organizations that let our public 
officials know the importance of Penn State Extension to 
our community. 

Winter Storm Relief For Adams County 

John Eline reports that the Adams County Department 
of Emergency Services received word through the 
Pennsylvania Emergency Management Agency that 
Adams County is one of 23 counties State-wide that 
will be eligible for federal disaster relief following a 
Presidential Declaration for the winter storm of Janu-
ary 22-24, 2016.  Fifty-Three Adams County municipali-
ties, municipal authorities, school districts, private 
schools, colleges, nursing facilities, hospital and fire 
departments submitted preliminary numbers to the 
Department of Emergency Services in February totaling 
$719,929 in storm related expenses.   

With the Declaration in place, these organizations and 
other eligible organizations can now begin the applica-
tion process to access the federal disaster relief 
funds.  Preliminary meetings will be held at the Emer-
gency Services Building on April 21st.  The County is 
one of the municipal governments which are eligible to 
receive relief funding. For more information contact 
Adams County Emergency Services at 717-334-8603 or 

email jeline@adamscounty.us 

 

mailto:jeline@adamscounty.us


Adams County Veterans Affairs 

Director Stan Clark reports that 

one of the major problems with 

the claims process in the Veterans 

Administration is that the VA en-

courages Veterans to complete 

and submit their claims online. 

The online process and amount of 

documentation is extremely con-

fusing to most Veterans. The in-

structions are often ambiguous 

and unclear. The system itself 

can be difficult to navi-

gate and often the 

Veteran thinks they 

have submitted a 

claim when possibly 

some or all of the in-

formation is not trans-

mitted. Once the claim is 

submitted the Veteran should be 

able to go online and check the 

progress of his or her claim. In 

many instances there is little 

movement if any at all on its pro-

gress.  

The solution to this problem is for 

the Veteran to utilize the services 

of their County Veterans Affairs 

office. Every county in the Com-

monwealth has a Veterans Affairs 

Director who is trained to assist in 

completing claim applications and 

is familiar with all of the documen-

tation and evidence required to 

submit a viable claim. Frequently 

the county Veterans staff is able to 

let the Veteran know of additional 

benefits to which they are entitled 

and/or additional items that they 

are eligible to claim. The county 

Veterans staff is able to follow the 

claim through from beginning to 

end and if necessary intervene to 

make changes or updates to the 

Veterans information. Once the 

claim is decided by the VA, 

the Veteran is notified of 

the decision. If the de-

cision is unfair or pos-

sibly incorrect, the 

County Director is 

able to take the appro-

priate steps to have the 

claim reevaluated or appealed 

if necessary. By contacting your 

County Veterans Affairs Director to 

assist in submitting a claim, the 

Veteran can avoid some of the 

pitfalls of trying to do it them-

selves and will often have a much 

better and successful outcome.  

You may contact the Adams Coun-

ty Veterans Affairs Director Stan 

Clark at 717-337-9835 or by email-

ing sclark@adamscounty.us 

Veterans Office Claims 

     It is that time of year for 
annual dinner and meetings 
and recently one of all of us 
attended the annual Desti-
nation Gettysburg Dinner, 
Gettysburg Fire Depart-
ment Dinner, Fairfield Fire 
Department Dinner, Lake 
Meade Fire Department 
Dinner, the Adams County 
Farm Bureau Dinner, 
Gettysburg College Com-
munity Officials Breakfast, 
Callie Awards Dinner and 
the East Berlin Library 
Fundraising Dinner. As you 
can see we are not home 
much in the evening this 
time of year and eat out a 
lot. On Saturday, I have the 
honor of attending an Eagle 
Scout ceremony at Lake 
Meade to present East Ber-
lin resident Noah Racioppa 
with a citation from Adams 
County. Having two sons 
who are Eagle Scouts, I 
have great appreciation for 
the young men who 
achieve this distinction. 

There is a lot going on this 
time of year - so get out 
there and experience all 
the historical, recreational, 
agricultural, natural and 
cultural opportunities that 
beautiful Adams County 
has to offer! 

END 
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