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I am sure like many of you; I have seen arti-
cles in the paper regarding Shining Stars 
Therapeutic Riding and have frequently 
driven by their location on York Road be-
hind Freedom Valley Worship Center.  On 
Monday, Commissioner Martin and myself 
had the pleasure of witnessing first-hand 
just what goes on at the indoor arena. It 
was an eye-opening and poignant experi-
ence to see the interaction between special 
needs clients, horses and volunteers! You 
may have seen the photo of Jim and I feed-
ing carrots to the horses in the 
Times this week. 

Shinning Stars is a non-profit 
organization which uses horses 
to help individuals with physical 
and mental limitations. The 
volunteers devote their time 
and effort in helping individuals 
with disabilities to develop mo-
bility, balance, and coordina-
tion; improve muscle tone and strength; 
offer challenging activities which help to 
build self-confidence as well as self-
dependence. Students, parents, and family 
members are offered Equine courses to 
give them a better understanding of how 
horses can help their loved ones struggling 
with day-to-day activities; and the volun-
teers are specially trained in dealing with 
the horses as well as the students. Shining 
Stars also offers weekend classes where the 

students can interact with teachers, volun-
teers, and fellow students in a friendly, safe 
environment where family members can 
rest assured knowing that their loved ones 
truly are a Shining Star when on their horse.  

Beside therapeutic riding Shining Stars 
offers a summer camp plus it is starting a 
Stars & Stripes program for all veterans. All 
Veterans, from any era, are welcome to 
participate in “natural horsemanship” and 
many other therapeutic endeavors, includ-

ing grooming and horse behavior. 

The organization obtained a 
much needed indoor arena 
through the generosity of the 
Thomas Cline Foundation. Prior 
to the indoor arena weather re-
lated cancellations were fre-
quent. It is little surprise that 
money is always an issue for the 
organization. The cost of main-

taining and feeding approximately 
15 horses is a significant fixed cost. Just a 
$100 donation will make you a “Horse 
Sponsor” for a month. They are also always 
looking for dedicated volunteers. I urge you 
to stop by and see for yourself this wonder-
ful contribution to our community. Shining 
Stars can be contacted at (717) 398-8327 or 
on their website 
www.shiningstarsTR.com  The website has 
a Donate tab. 
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This is a great year for Penn State 
Extension here in Adams County! 
The Adams County Extension 
100th Anniversary Committee 
would like invite to you to partici-
pate in their 100th Anniversary 
Celebration on Sunday, May 15, 
2016 from 1:30 – 3:30 p.m. at the 
Adams County  
Agricultural and Natural Re-
sources Center rain or shine.  

The afternoon will be filled with 
family oriented  
activities. A formal program is 
scheduled from 2:30 – 3:00 p.m. 
Bring your lawn chair and visit 
with friends and neighbors. Cake 
and Penn State Creamery Ice 
cream will be served after the 
program.  

The Adams County 9-
1-1 staff was recog-
nized along with 
Gettysburg Fire De-
partment, Adams 
Regional Emergency 
Medical Services 
(AREMS) and other 
special response 
teams from sur-
rounding counties for 
their role in the res-
cue of the pilot who crashed into a 
grove of trees recently in Cumber-
land Township.  The recognition 
comes from the Susquehanna Ar-
ea Regional Airport Authority.  The 
pilot was unhurt in the accident 
but was trapped for several hours 
while emergency responders 

worked to free him. 

Also, this is National 
Public Safety Telecom-
munications Week 
across the nation and 
here in Adams Coun-
ty.  National Telecom-
municators Week 
brings celebration, 
honor and publicity 
focused on otherwise 
unsung heroes on the 

other end of the line.   Join me in 
acknowledging our 9-1-1 dispatch-
ers and the services they provide 
our residents and visitors.  

Adams County 9-1-1 Staff Recognized 

     The Information Technology De-
partment recently finalized a restruc-
ture of the County server backup pro-
cess located at the Emergency Ser-
vices building. The project was com-
pleted over a month long period uti-
lizing a new backup appliance and 
improved strategy. With the addition 
of a new backup appliance, the reten-
tion schedule for all County servers 
was increased. With the increased 
retention period, the IT Department 
will have the ability to recover data 
further into the past than previously 
possible. Each County server was 
strategically analyzed based on priori-
ty while setting the new retention 
schedules. With advanced backup 
software in place and disk space in-
creased, the County has improved its 
ability to recover data due to acci-
dental deletion, corruption, or server 
failures.  

In addition, the IT Department has 
continued to advance the County 
website mobile refresh project. The 
purpose of the refresh is to transition 
the Adams County website to a mo-
bile first design, while still keeping 
the look and feel of the new website 
consistent with the current site. The 
refresh will be the first major upgrade 
to the website since it was refreshed 
back in 2012. Since the current web-
site went live, major shifts in mobile 
first technology have occurred. This 
includes the use of smart phones and 
tablets as the primary choice of tech-
nology by citizens to view the County 
website. Following the refresh, all 
visitors of the County website will 
have the ability to easily navigate 
throughout the site using all types of 
mobile devices. An emphasis on easy 
navigation and ADA compliance was 
taken into account throughout the 
development process. The IT Depart-
ment will provide additional updates 
as major milestones are finalized. 

UPDATE 

INFORMATION Technology 

100th ANNIVERSARY 
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Our Wellness Committee has set-up a 
Triple Crown Challenge.  There are 4 more 
5K’s (run or walk) you can choose to par-
ticipate in.  To qualify for the grand prize 
drawing you must participate in two of 
the four including the LK5K in Novem-
ber.  Please visit the website at http://
lindakranias5k.wix.com/
triplecrownchallenge for updates and to 
see what’s happening.     
On Sunday, April 10, Healthy Adams Coun-
ty had their first Free April 5K of the 
year.  We had 12 employees participate 
who braved the record low temperatures 
for April.  Our top three runners were 
Joshua Hykes from Children & Youth in 
7th place, Danielle Helwig from Tax Ser-
vices came in 8th place with Sara 

Brensinger following in 11th place.   Our 
top four walkers were Angie Crouse, Cindy 
Hankey, Sherri Piper and Shauna 
Brown.  Congratulation to all our walkers 
and runners for participating.  The next 5K 
is on Saturday, May 7th.   
Mark your calendars for upcoming events. 
There will be onsite multiphasic screen-
ings on April 26th and April 28th.  The 
wellness committee has a scavenger hunt 
that begins Wednesday, April 
27.  Employees will have one week to find 
all locations at local downtown businesses 
to qualify for prizes.   National Walk @ 
Lunch is Friday, April 29th; you may even 
stumble across a clue from the scavenger 
hunt during your walk! 

Wellness Committee Activities 

     A reminder that the really cre-
ative and colorful version of TGIF 
can be seen on the Home Page 
of the Adams County website 
within several days of you 
getting it.  Thanks to our IT De-
partment for working their mag-
ic on TGIF to make it even more 
informative and interesting. 

It sure is tough to figure this 
weather out. Just when you 
think spring has sprung - we get 
snow flurries and 30 degree 
temperatures. It must be spring, 
because I am getting ready to 
mow for the second time, am 
pulling weeds and just finished 
putting out the porch furniture 
and power washing and sealing 
my deck.  

Congratulation to Team Vickie 
Corbett and her Mama Ventura 
chef teammate for their victory 
at the Chamber Taste Of The 
Town event last week.  Links 
Chef Paul Karsteter and I won 
the entrée category with seared 
Cajun duck breast with raspberry 
drizzle, accompanied by a sweet 
potato encrusted oyster; but it 
just wasn’t quite enough to bring 
home the bragging rights. That’s 
too bad - because now I have to 
listen to Vickie bragging for a 
long time! 

Taste of the Town is just one of 
many great events in Adams 
County. Whatever you do, get 
out there and experience all the 
historical, recreational, agricul-
tural, natural and cultural oppor-
tunities that beautiful Adams 
County has to offer.  

END 

The Department of Environmental Pro-
tection (DEP) has begun aerial spraying 
on more than 1,600 stream miles in 39 
Pennsylvania counties to control those 
pesky black flies, also referred to as 
gnats. The first aerial spray-
ing took place on April 
11.  Waterways will be 
treated as stream 
flows and weather 
conditions allow. 

This year, 47 of Pennsyl-
vania’s rivers and streams 
will be monitored and treated as 
needed. Spraying activities will be per-
formed both by helicopter and ground 
crews; their frequency will depend upon 
weather and biological conditions. This 
year Conewago Creek in the New Ches-
ter area of Adams County is included in 
the program. Treatments cannot occur 
during periods of heavy rain or when 
water levels are high as high water con-
ditions lower the effectiveness of the 
treatment. 

DEP uses Bti, a naturally occurring bac-
terium, to treat the larval stage of four 
specific human pest black fly species. 

This bacterium degrades quickly in the 
environment and does not harm the 
aquatic ecosystem, birds, or other in-
sects. 

DEP notifies county and 
local emergency 

management offi-
cials prior to any 
spraying activity. 
Helicopters seen 

flying over water-
ways and ground 

crews using backpack 
sprayers off bridges are 

conducting control operations on behalf 
of DEP’s black fly program. Anyone con-
cerned at the sight of a helicopter or 
ground personnel is encouraged to call 
their county emergency management 
office to verify that a black fly treatment 
is taking place in their area on that day. 
Their non-emergency # is 717-334-8603.  

For more information on Pennsylvania's 
Black Fly Suppression Program, vis-
it www.dep.pa.gov.   or call 717-787-
1323. 

Black Fly Spraying Conewago Creek 

http://www.dep.pa.gov

