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Governor Declares Heroin
. . . Wednesday was Public Officials Day at the Penn-
& Op101d Disaster sylvania Farm Show, and at the luncheon where
Emergency Governor Tom Wolf and Secretary of Agriculture
Russel Redding both addressed the attendees, ag-
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- riculture’s economic impact was discussed.
: AC Well Being Program For those of you who are in to numbers here are
{%ﬁt ﬁ Disability Resources in some staggering facts from that session: Pennsyl-

vania Agriculture comes in at $1135.7 Billion or
about 18% of Gross State Product. Agriculture cre-

Adams County

Page 4 ates 580,000 jobs in Pennsylvania. Ag results in
$27 billion in wages. We grow and produce 577

Economic Alliance billion Ibs. of mushrooms, 117 billion ft. of hard-
Streamlines Services wood timber, 91,000 tons of grapes, 8.2 billion

eggs, and 439 million Ibs. of apples, 139,000 gal-
lons of maple syrup and 10.8 billion gallons of

LERTA Discussions
The End



In summation agriculture is extremely important to
our state and to Adams County. The importance of agriculture to Ad-
ams County reminds me to again to invite you to attend the next Adams County Commis-

sioners Community Forum at the AG Center, on March 27, at 6:30PM, where the topic will be the
Spotted Lantern Fly. The Spotted Lantern Fly plague is only several counties away and significantly threatens
our Adams County fruit and timber industries.

2018 Pennsylvania County Priorities

As the new year begins, Pennsylvania's counties have chosen seven legislative priorities for 2018, each of
which showcases the important services they provide to commonwealth residents and emphasizes the criti-
cal need to maintain the state-county partnership in service delivery.
The counties' priorities include: Human Services Funding and System Reform; Preventing Substance Abuse
and Drug Overdose; Maintaining the Shale Gas Impact Fee; Increasing Forensic Bed Access for County In-
mates with Mental lliness; Supporting Veterans Services; Funding for Voting Systems and Mandate Reform.

Governor Declares Heroin & Opioid Disaster Emergency

Both in the nation and the state, the Opioid crisis has reached epidemic proportions. Just last Friday, PA State
Attorney Josh Shapiro stopped at the Adams County Human Service Building to address local officials on the
topic and entertain questions and suggestions. On Wednesday, Governor Tom Wolf took another step for-
ward in bolstering the fight against heroin and opioid addiction by signing a statewide disaster declaration to
enhance state response, increase access to treatment, and save lives. The declaration is the first-of-its-kind
for a public health emergency in Pennsylvania, and will utilize a command center at the Pennsylvania Emer-
gency Management Agency to track progress and enhance coordination of health and public safety agencies.

Among the declaration’s specifics are 13 key initiatives that are the culmination of a collaboration between

all state agencies, with focus on the departments of Health, Drug and Alcohol Programs, the Pennsylvania

Emergency Management Agency, the Pennsylvania Commission on Crime and Delinquency, and the Pennsyl-

vania State Police. To name a few of the initiatives, besides establishing the statewide command center, the

declaration increases some reporting requirements for better documentation, increases access to Naloxone,

waives face to face physician requirement for treatment and waives some fees and licensing require-
ments in regard to treatment facilities.
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To Launch Overall Well Being Program

When we launched our Wellness Program in 2012 it was a big step in the right direction for Adams
County staff. In 2018 we are stepping up our Wellness Program even further then just Physical Health in gen-
eral - to Overall Well Being. The central focus will be Physical Health; but we will also be recognizing three
other components that contribute toward good health. They are Financial Security, Learning and Interaction
With Family & Friends.

The Board would like to thank our HR staff who continually roll up their sleeves to make Wellness part of our
culture, and our health insurance supplier for incentivizing programs to encourage and reward participation
and positive results.

Disability Resources In Adams County

There are so many different constituencies in Adams County. One of the most amazing dynamics with the job
as Adams County Commissioner is being aware and exposed to so many individuals and organizations on a
daily basis. That can be both bitter/sweet. It is sweet when you see so much good work being done, and can
be bitter when you see the need for enhanced service.

On Thursday, Commissioner Qually and | attended an impacting discussion regarding disability resources in
Adams County. It was held at Under the Horizons Pottery near Biglerville. Under The Horizons is a Christian
based, community-minded studio, where caring staff specialize in inspiring creativity and self-esteem in a di-
verse mix of adults and children. Their belief is that creativity, in all forms, is necessary for a healthy and ful-
filling life. Two staff members from Senator Casey’s office who focus on the disabled met with the group to
gather input and entertain questions. There were also several Adams County advocacy groups and individu-
als.

Some of the disabled concerns discussed were transportation, independent living opportunities, respite
for care providers, jobs that can lead to careers, self- esteem opportunities, program and ben-
efit awareness by families of disabled and lack of appropriate funding. MHIDD ex-
panding to Adams County at the Human Services Building was recognized
as a very positive development by the group. This is a quality of
life issue in our community that demands all of our con-

o sistent attention!




Economic Allilance

In an effort to streamline economic development services within Adams County,
ACEDC Director Robin Fitzpatrick and her staff at the Commerce Park created an umbrella or-
ganization called the Adams Economic Alliance. This group coordinates the services of the Adams Coun-
ty Economic Development Corporation, the Industrial Development Corporation, and the General Authority. In
conjunction with the County Planning office, the Adams/Gettysburg Chamber of Commerce, and Destination Gettys-
burg, this more unified approach is facilitating us toward enhanced economic prosperity. As the economy improves
they are preparing Adams County for economic success. Please join us on February 1st for the Adams Economic Alli-
ance’s annual dinner. Here is a link with more details, www.acedcblog.wordpress.com.

Local Economic Revitalization Tax Assistance Discussions

Speaking of the Adams Economic Alliance, they will make a presentation to the Gettysburg Borough Council regarding
a LERTA on Tuesday, January 16TH, and to the Gettysburg Area School District (GASD) on Monday, February 5™". They
will be specifically addressing the potential for a LERTA at the Gettysburg Station property in Gettysburg. LERTA stands
for Local Economic Revitalization Tax Assistance, and just as the name implies it is tax relief program used to revitalize
neglected properties.

In this case the Adams Economic Alliance hopes to incentivize the development of a track of land located
behind the bus station in Gettysburg. This property has been vacant for 20 years and is no longer

: contributing any taxes to the Borough of Gettysburg, Adams County, or the GASD. Both

> ‘meetings are open to the public and residents should take the time to learn

: about this project. The borough, the county and ACEA have been
working cooperatively on this matter. If you miss these meetings, |

| always enjoy watching movies that not only en-

tertain; but also educate. There are three such movies out

right now, two that | hope to see this holiday weekend and one that |

already saw. | recently saw The Greatest Showman, loosely based on the life of

PT Barnum. It was an unusual movie as it was part movie and part musical; but very en-

joyable. Darkest Hour is a portrayal of Winston Churchill on the eve of Dunkirk. The Post tells the

story of the Washington Post handing of being offered the Pentagon Papers, dispelling the government’s

rhetoric to the American public on the Vietnam War, and the possible risk to the paper from the federal government

in publishing the material. In the past week, | happened to watch an excellent program on public television which

chronicled the saga of Daniel Ellsberg and the Pentagon papers, as well as a program on ex-President Teddy Roose-

velt’s almost fatal exploration of the unexplored Amazon River in 1914. They all fit the bill of being entertained and
educated to our American history.

Speaking of history, the 38™ Martin Lutheran King Jr. Celebration will be held at Gettysburg College Christ Chapel on
Monday at 6:30PM. Author and educator Dr. Mary Frances Berry will be the keynote speaker. Also featured is the
Morgan State University Choir, the Gettysburg Children’s Choir, Gettysburg High School Chorus & the Biglerville High
School Jazz Band. The event is quite impacting and is an inspiring event our community can be proud of.

The Artic Freeze has momentarily broken so take advantage of the warmer temperatures this weekend.

No matter what you do get out there and experience all the historical, recreational, agricultural, natural and cultural
opportunities that beautiful Adams County has to offer!
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