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MISSION STATEMENT  

Adams County will provide 

services which are responsive to 

the health, safety, and general 

welfare of County residents. The 

county government is dedicated 

to providing these services 

through the effective use of the 

Countyõs resources in a caring 

and hones t manner.     

 

We strive to provide a healthy 

and safe community to enhance 

the quality of life for our 

citizens.   
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Adams County, 526 square miles, is situated in the south-central part of the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania, bounded on the east by York County, on the north by Cumberland County 
and on the west by Franklin County; the Maryland State line is its southern boundary. The 
area, named after the second U.S. president, John Adams, was created on January 22, 1800 
from part of York County. The county seat sits in the Borough of Gettysburg which is 
surrounded on three sides by the Gettysburg National Military Park and is located 54 miles 
northwest of Baltimore, 78 miles northwest of Washington D.C. and 108 miles southwest of 
Philadelphia.  
 
The Gettysburg area is rich in history by its connection with some of the most important 
�W�U�H�Q�G�V�� �D�Q�G�� �H�Y�H�Q�W�V�� �L�Q�� �R�X�U�� �Q�D�W�L�R�Q�¶�V�� �J�U�R�Z�W�K���� Gettysburg was an early gateway to westward 
expansion with the first settlers coming to the County in 1734.  The region gained fame in 
July 1863 when the most destructive and decisive battle ever fought on American soil took 
place.  The Battle of Gettysburg was the turning point of the Civil War and the Battlefield was 
�O�D�W�H�U���W�K�H���V�L�W�H���R�I���$�E�U�D�K�D�P���/�L�Q�F�R�O�Q�¶�V���I�D�P�H�G���*�H�W�W�\�V�E�X�U�J���$�G�G�U�H�V�V������ 
 
Today the Gettysburg National Military Park, situated on 3,500 acres, is the largest battlefield 
shrine in America.  Tourism has a huge impact on the economy of Adams County. The more 
than 3.5 million people who visit annually drive the economy with a yearly impact that 
exceeds $691.2 million. Tourism creates $134 million in tax revenue annually.  
 


